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Administration

Administration: Head of School

Administration: Head of School

Head of School Reflections
By: Andrew Davies

As I reflect on the 2020/21 school year, I can say that in
many ways it has been largely positive. We were very excited to welcome students back in August and then gradually return to school as normal with activities and sports
taking place. There are few better things in life than seeing
happy and engaged students enjoying learning and activities with their friends. Although we were denied a number
of weeks on campus this year, ISB fared better than many
schools around the globe. Given our strong IASAS connections, we particularly felt for our colleagues and students at
ISM and JIS - schools that have endured more than a year
of campus closure. We wish them all the very best for next
school year.
That being said, we have been saddened to see the impact
of COVID on our community within the final weeks of the
year. We know it has been a difficult time for many.
With vaccines on the horizon, we remain optimistic for the
future - although we may still see outbreaks in Thailand until
the successful implementation of the vaccination program.
Everything is relative and although we were denied a
number of weeks on campus, ISB fared better than many
schools around the globe. Given our strong IASAS connections, we particularly felt for our colleagues and students at
ISM and JIS - schools that have endured more than a year
of campus closure. We wish them all the very best for next
school year.
With vaccines on the horizon, we are optimistic for the future - although we may still see outbreaks in Thailand for
some time until herd immunity is reached through a mass
vaccination program.
I would like to recognise ISB’s Crisis Management Team
and the school Leadership Team for all of their hard work
in ensuring the ISB campus was as safe as possible for this
school year. I am also extremely grateful for the dedication
and creativity shown by our Faculty as they taught in unusual conditions, both virtually and in person. Our Classified
Staff, as they always do, stepped up magnificently to keep
the school running well in challenging times and ensure the
strongest hygiene standards.
Finally, I would like to recognize the work of the Board of
Trustees - a group of 15 current and former parent volunteers who contribute many hours each month to make the
best decisions for our students and community.
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Aside from COVID management, we were able to make a
number of school improvements this year related to student
learning. Areas in our Strategic Learning Plan included the
development of ISB’s Learner Attributes, using data to inform learning, the adoption of innovative practices, native
language provision, student wellness, curriculum development, using research based pedagogical practices, meeting the news of our diverse learnings, utilising technology to
improve student learning, and enhancing our commitment
to diversity, equity, inclusion and justice. Substantial progress was made in all areas.
Regarding academics, we are confident our students made
good learning gains this year despite the different learning
approaches. IB Results for May 2020 were very encouraging with a 100% pass rate, an average IB Diploma score
of 36.5 points, and 25% of the cohort earning 40 points or
above. MAP and ISA results this year were also strong relative to comparable schools and our graduates have again
gained admission into colleges of their choice around the
world.
In terms of facility enhancements, the ES maker space has
enabled our students to demonstrate problem solving skills
and creativity, while our early childhood playground has
been a great hit with our youngest learners. With respect
to safety and security, the installation of turnstiles has been
a significant enhancement in these COVID times. Over the
summer, we will be renovating the ES cafeteria, providing
more playground spaces for our students, expanding the
ES maker space, finalising the new campus exit next to
the ES, resurfacing the parking lot, as well as a number of
smaller projects.
We are very grateful to all of our community for their continued support and we wish everyone a safe, enjoyable, and
relaxing summer.
All the best.
Andy
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Administration: Deputy Head of School

Administration : Director of Curriculum

Values and Attributes in Action

Curriculum and Learning at ISB

Our Learner Attributes and Values were developed through
a multi-year research and development initiative that led us
to define the essential skills - beyond knowledge and academic abilities - that our students need to be successful
and make a difference in the world during and beyond their
time at ISB.

The curriculum and learning that takes place at ISB is key to
creating an environment where students can thrive.

By: Debi Caskey

By: Jennifer DeLashmutt

This year started with students and staff having to be
adaptable to new routines and safety measures.
Then, we had to return to online learning in January, and
again in April. But the creativity, care, and innovation of
our teachers, parents and students made these transitions
into and out of virtual learning successful.
The constant changes being demanded by the global pandemic highlight the importance of adaptability in how we
design and implement learning for our students as well as
for our students in how they engage with school. Throughout our classrooms we see unique and intentional learning
experiences for our students.

Innovation is happening constantly in classrooms and within
our learning. The best way to design student learning is to
utilize an iterative process that moves students toward their
learning potential. We encourage and support our students
to innovate as well, providing opportunities for them to be
problem finders and creators of solutions.

Our values provide a foundation of principles for moving
through life and communities in a way that is respectful,
ethical and meaningful.

When many people think of innovation, they think of technology and science, because in today’s world, that’s where
world-changing innovation is happening. For those who
look to technology as a symbol of innovation, they’ll find
that at ISB too. Virtual school relies on technology so ISB
has invested not only in the hardware needed for our students to stay connected and learning, but also on the use
of technology outside of virtual school as a powerful tool for
supporting and enhancing learning.

In response to events around the world, this year has also
seen a spotlight placed on diversity, equity, inclusion, and
justice in our globally-minded community. We are coming
together – students, teachers, alumni, parents, and staff
– to have conversations about how we can do more to
ensure that ISB is a place that recognizes and celebrates the
unique gifts everyone brings to our school.
Education prepares students on all levels, and we know
that our curriculum, connected to our values and attributes and our ongoing focus on developing a caring, inclusive learning community where students feel they belong achieves that aim.
Innovation at ISB means taking a new idea, a new method,
a new way of doing something to solve a problem or meet a
need. Virtual school has certainly presented both problems
to be solved and needs to be addressed.

6

TOUCHSTONE May 2021

Throughout the past weeks and months, while the world
struggles with issues and needs on a scale never before
seen, ISB always returns to the foundations upon which
we make every decision, the values we strive to embody
and instill in our students, and the vision that drives our
purpose. These guiding principles, defined thoughtfully
in more “normal times” have served us well in our “next
normal”. And, they will continue to guide all of us into
the future and these are the principles that our students will
take with them as they lead an ever changing world

One of the first priorities for us, as a learning focused community, is to get to know our students in every class and at
every grade level. At the onset, faculty create opportunities
to get to know their students as learners and we have dedicated time to collaborate as teams and study our students
as individuals. “For us, the process of learning, and the evidence collected during this process, is just as important as
the demonstrated results of learning. This is how we understand what each individual student needs and how best to
support them and help them excel in their personal and academic development,”
Our curriculum is based on leading best practice and research. We carefully select and use standards that are recognised all over the world. They connect with our mission
and vision, with our definition of learning, with our values
and learner attributes and they support our goal to equip
our students well so that they can thrive in and contribute
to this ever-changing world. These learning standards contain expectations that are content and skill based, as well
as concept and understanding based. They focus on the
development of the whole child. In the design of learning
opportunities, we account for each and every student as an
individual.
Designing authentic learning experiences that are aligned
with our consistent, guaranteed and viable curriculum is a
priority, designing learning, we can support our students in
seeing their full potential and then motivate them to reach it.

These annual plans may be school wide, divisional, team
or individually driven. In the spirit of continuous improvement and despite some of the adaptations in planning
due to some weeks of learning virtually this year, we are
not only meeting our annual goals, but planning for the next
school year and beyond.
This year, the entire ISB faculty participated in book clubs
based on areas of our Strategic Learning Plan. Faculty and
administrators chose books from a menu of titles and authors that were of professional interest. Dialogue groups
met during our professional learning days and in April, each
of these groups developed recommendations based on
their reading and conversations throughout the year. These
recommendations will be shared with the Leadership Team
in order to inform our school wide goal setting and prioritising in the short and long term.

Opportunities to connect with and practice our learner
attributes and values, embedded into our curriculum,
assessments and instructional practices all contribute
to student success. Creating a space where students feel
safe to learn and have a voice that is valued –that is our
ongoing goal.
At the onset of the school year, we set goals and identify
outcomes around curriculum, assessment and instruction.
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Administration: Director of Risk Management

Administration: Welcome to ISB
There are only a handful of international schools who
support this very specific role. Many schools split the
duties of risk to other positions such as operation directors
or division heads. ISB’s commitment to safety is highlighted
by its support for this role.
Managing risk in a school as large and active as ISB
also has unique challenges: ones that a corporation might
not encounter. One of ISB's key strengths is its opportunities in a wide range of subject areas. We also have an open
campus.

Mark Hevland - Director of Risk Management
I am not only the Director of Risk Management, but also a parent of a High School Senior and a third grader as well as being
the spouse of an early years division teacher. To me, ISB isn’t
just a place to work, it is an environment where my entire family learns, grows, and calls its home. I feel confident with our
policies and practices and with the Duty of Care for our entire
community.
This year, our systems were put to the test by COVID-19.
Newly installed smart turnstiles that simultaneously measure body temperature and check whether someone
is wearing a facemask. It was the first big test of our crisis management process. We didn’t react on impulse.
We made sound decisions based on facts and research.
I believe this is why we were able to safely have students on
campus most of the year.

My responsibilities are very broad and all school encompassing. They range from supporting overseas criminal
background checks, local background checks, annual student safeguard training, FirstAid/CPR/AED, medical screening, lifeguard instruction, and recruiting best practices.
Much of my time is spent looking at the physical safety of
our three facilities, supporting student travel, and auditing
the implementation of the schools Standard Operating procedure manual. Additionally, I work closely with our health
coordinator to enhance the quality of service provided in
our health clinic by reviewing medication procedures, data
protection, and individual care provided. I’m often in classes
of all grades giving presentations on keeping safe.
My role - in which my experience in international education
and law enforcement has served me well - involves seeing the whole picture and involving the key stakeholders. I
understand the importance of building relationships across
the school, from the building and grounds team to the principals, to create a new culture of risk assessment and management at ISB.
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Ben oversees all the food we serve at School, and here he
tells us a little bit about himself:
I am very happy to be here running the catering at this fantastic campus. I have worked for Epicure almost seven
years in other international schools in Thailand, so I have
a great deal of experience in school catering. I have lived
in Thailand since 2003 and before joining Epicure I was a
hotelier and have held management positions with Marriott,
Accor and The Unique Collection of Hotels and Resorts. I
am excited by the many opportunities I see to build on the
strong platform we already have at ISB.
I am looking forward to this year’s summer project, the
upcoming Elementary school cafeteria and kitchen renovation. Brand new equipment, serving counters, furniture,
salad bar as well as a new coffee shop for parents and staff.

International School Bangkok (ISB) has done an extensive review and upgrade of security policies, procedures
and systems. With close to 1,700 students, 500 staff, as
well as 1,700 events and 237 off-campus trips each year, it
takes a large team and a sound system. With the support of
partners such as Keeping Children Safe, International SOS
and the U.S. Embassy Bangkok, we have safeguarded students, staff and all community members.
ISB is committed to providing a safe and nurturing environment in which our students can grow and develop.
That is why it appointed a Director of Risk Management, whose focus is evaluating and reviewing any and
all risks related to student and staff programs, activities
and events.

Bernd Hartner (Ben), Epicure’s new catering manager at
International School Bangkok who took over from Michelle Ihrig back in August 2020.

I would like to continue to communicate with parents about
what’s happening ‘in the kitchen’ at School, with updates
about healthy food, smart eating, nutrition, food safety and
interesting topics about food. For new parents we also offer
a cafeteria tour, food tasting and a short presentation about
our food services and who we are. I look forward to meeting
you in the days ahead and if you see me around campus
please feel free to share your comments or suggestions
with me in English or in Thai.

2019 International SOS Foundation's Duty of Care Award

Dr Dhave Sebatutr is our new Health Coordinator at International School Bangkok.
Dhave is in charge of looking after best practices in terms
of the health of our ISB community, from navigating through
COVID-19 to outlining programs to keep our students safe.
A bit about yourself: I’m a Pediatric Ear, Nose, & Throat doctor by trade. I was born and raised in rural Texas, finishing
my undergraduate, and medical school training there. Afterwards, I have been in the Northeastern US and California
before relocating to Thailand to be closer to family. My wife
and I have a rambunctious four year old son who keeps us
busy. I consider myself a Thai-Texan :).
Before moving to Thailand I worked at Cohen’s Children’s
Hospital in NYC. I still currently work as an Assistant Professor at Thammasat University and also see patients at
Bumrungrad Hospital.
My biggest job thus far has been assisting in the navigation
through this tumultuous time with COVID-19. From providing information to just answering questions about this disease I think has been at the forefront of my job list. It will
take a community to get through this pandemic and each of
us play a role in that.
It’s been a pleasure working with ISB this past year and I’m
looking forward to working with the community more.

I love the challenges presented to me by catering – no two
days are the same!

TOUCHSTONE May 2021

9

Elementary School

Principals

Principals

Congratulations go out to our ES students and their families
for continuing to successfully navigate the 2020-21 school
year which saw a first semester fully on campus and our
second semester with both virtual school and face-to-face
on campus learning.
While Virtual School can never fully replace in person learning on campus, our teachers and parents have been working together in partnership to ensure that the students’
virtual learning experiences are engaging and aligned with
ISB learning objectives. Teams of grade level homeroom
teachers and specialist teachers work collaboratively to ensure that we offer a consistent and well-rounded education
during the time of campus closure. While program offerings
vary from grade level to grade level based on the age of the
students and learning outcomes, students within the same
grade level receive the same virtual school experience regardless of which classroom they are in thanks to the teamwork of our teachers. This is true regardless if students are
working virtual or in their classrooms.
The ISB Virtual School Guide for Parents has been a great
tool for parents to reflect on while supporting their children
with distance learning. While all the elements are essential, I
draw your attention to these three components:
Assess and Adapt - Be aware that this is a new environment for students and check in from time to time on how
they are feeling.
Offset Screen time - Pay attention to how much screen
time your child has and try to balance it as much as possible
with other activities.
Ask for Support - Contact your child’s teachers if you have
questions or need help; ISB teachers are flexible and eager
to help problem solve.

Michael Allen, Principal

Jeff Scott, Vice Principal

Sarah Fleming, Vice Principal

Summer Learning Resources
Virtual school requires all of us to constantly assess the
situation and adapt as needed. While all of us had past
virtual school experiences during the 2019-20 school year,
virtual school continues to be new (unlike brick and mortar
schools that have been in existence for centuries). Parents
are encouraged to maintain a close partnership by sharing
feedback with your child’s teacher regarding what’s been
working well as well as ask for support with any challenges
you might need to problem solve together.
I also encourage all families to be mindful of the amount
of screen time their child has outside of the virtual school
day. When students learn on campus, they are active, physically moving, and have very limited screen time throughout
the school day, however this is not the same during virtual
school. Therefore it’s very important to put the devices and
screens away after school hours for students to engage in
other activities... we can’t emphasize enough the importance of A LOT of ongoing physical activity while they are
developing long-term healthy lifestyle skills!

By: Jeff Scott and Sarah Fleming

At ISB, we believe that great learning can continue over the
summer! We do not advocate for the rote practice of skills
or worksheets as summer learning opportunities; the holidays are a time for families to spend quality time together
being creative, exploring, and learning through experiences.
ISB educators have worked hard to curate a collection of
summer learning opportunities that are organized for you
on the ISB Website. There is a wide range of resources with
something for every student! At our final ES Parent Engage
this year, parents were given an orientation to this section
of our school website and they also shared with each other
ideas and strategies of their own for helping students stay
curious and inspired over the summer.

Our top recommendation for elementary school students
is to read, read, read! There has been significant research
about the connection between daily reading over the summer and maintaining the key areas of reading: engagement,
stamina, fluency and comprehension. Students need to
keep their reading muscles as active as their bodies! This
regular practice supports the bridge between grade levels;
especially as reading is an essential foundational and transferable skill for all areas of learning.
Have a wonderful summer of learning, exploring, and
READING!

Thank you again for your support and ongoing partnership
during the 2020-21 school year, and especially during virtual school!
Your partner in education,
Michael Allen, Ed.D.
michaela@isb.ac.th
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ES Counsellors

ES Counsellors

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Justice
By: Doug Williamson, Matthew Johnson, Kate Kersey

ISB launched a new Strategic Learning Plan area this year,
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Justice (DEIJ). We are still in
the stages of defining these terms as a school; however, we
hope that this work will lead our school to becoming a place
where every child and family feel that they belong, that their
diverse lived experience is valued, that their voices are important, and that every student leaves ISB having had the
opportunity to learn important life skills in identifying bias,
privilege, and knowing how to take action when they encounter injustice.
Doug Williamson, Matthew Johnson, Kate Kersey

Packing Up and Moving Out (AGAIN!)

By: Doug Williamson, Matthew Johnson, Kate Kersey
How do you say goodbye? To a friend? To a loved one?
To a country? To a place? As the year quickly draws to a
close and we tuck this one away, many families are discovering that they will be leaving ISB and Thailand, perhaps by
choice, perhaps not. Looking back on this school year, we
may feel that we cannot say goodbye fast enough and we
may yearn for a school day without temperature checks,
face masks, and hand sanitizer, but amidst all that, there
have been splendid moments of joy that have surfaced as
well.
Why are goodbyes so hard? In her blog, clinical supervisor
Julie Kim writes:
• Endings often remind us of previous “goodbyes” we have
experienced personally and professionally. They stir up the
old. Sometimes it is hard to distinguish between old feelings
and the current experience.
● Endings remind us of our vulnerability and the fact that
there are no guarantees in life. Nothing really is forever.
Change is inevitable.
● Endings interrupt our routines and take us away from
what is familiar.
● Endings force us to enter new worlds, with new people,
norms, and experiences.
● Endings may give rise to awkward feelings, such as sadness, frustration, or even a feeling of relief that this relationship is (finally!) over. Endings may stir up other feelings such
as anger or regret about what we did not accomplish, or
what remains unresolved or undiscussed.
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In our work with students who are leaving, we use the analogy of a building a raft to stay afloat and avoid the turbulent
rapids of life.
R (reconciliation): take time to look into your heart and say
“I’m sorry” to those people you may have hurt or slighted. “I
know we were not the best of friends, but before I moved I
wanted you to know I’m sorry for...”
A (affirmation): find those people who hold a special place
in your heart and let them know how much they mean to
you. This includes adults as well – that favorite teacher,
coach, specialist, etc.
F (farewell): find some way of saying good-bye whether it is
a party, a small dinner with close friends, a sleepover, cookies in class, etc. This could also include one more visit to
that much-loved place in Thailand.
T (thinking ahead): look online at pictures of the new country or school, read a book about the new place, set up contact if you can with a new penpal, etc.
For parents, this is just as important. The better we leave
one country then the better we enter the next. Parents, too,
need to take time to say their farewells to colleagues at
work, yoga partners, best friends, etc. Parents, too, need
to reach out and affirm those positive interactions they have
had with teachers, coaches, church members, etc. And if
needed, parents, too, need to look within and offer those
apologies where necessary.
We hope ISB and Thailand will always hold a special place
in your heart and that you are leaving with fond memories.
As difficult and awkward as leaving and goodbye may be,
always remember the wise words of Winnie the Pooh: “How
lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye
so hard.”

The counseling department provided counseling lessons
in PreK-Grade 5 that relate to DEIJ. In PreK-Grade 2 the
lessons included discussions about individual differences
and different kinds of families. One great book that we read
was “The Great Big Book of Families.” This book helps
teach young children the many beautiful ways families can
be different! It is an engaging, easily accessible book that
our children love to read and look at. Students were taught
that it is never okay to treat someone in a mean way because of a difference they might have, such as religion, skin
color, physical difference, body size, gender, etc. We also
taught students about how to be an “upstander” which is
different than being a “bystander.” A bystander is someone
who stands by and watches when someone is being unkind
or hurtful to someone else. An upstander is someone who
“stands up” for others when someone is being unfair or unkind to someone.
Students learned several strategies such as:
● going to the person who is being treated unkindly and
saying, “hey, they aren’t being nice. Come play with me,”
● saying to the person who is being unkind, “hey that’s not
okay. Knock it off,”
● Helping the person tell a teacher if someone has been
unkind
In Grade 3-5 lessons focused on diversity – differences we
can see and differences we cannot see. Grade Three students were challenged to interview a classmate they don’t
know well and find three similarities, two differences and at
least one thing they could learn from that person. In Grade
Four we discussed assumptions and how they impact us.
Students watched a video of kids talking to each other without seeing each other and then guessing what the other
person looks like.

We dove deeper into identity – what pieces make up our
identity – and students then defined their identity. Grade
Five students completed an anonymous survey to give us
a baseline of how much they are on the receiving end of or
hear derogatory comments about race, religion, language,
sexual orientation, gender, etc.
The results were shared with the students and we had a
frank discussion about racism, prejudice, and stereotypes.
What can you do at home to raise kids who are aware of
their own biases, anti-racist, and are brave to stand up to
injustice?
Expand and broaden your circle. If your friends and child’s
friends all look the same, what message is this sending to
your child? Authentically try to create friendships and relationships with folks who are different from you and your
family.
Be a good role model. Examine your own biases and inform yourself about issues related to social justice. A simple
google search is often the best way to start this individual
learning process.
Abandon the “colorblind” approach. This idea was taught
decades ago in an effort to prevent racism. The colorblind
approach denies differences in how we see or treat people. We know now that this approach is very problematic.
Instead, being open and honest about how race and other
individual differences shape people's experiences and the
devastating effects of racism on both individuals and societies is critical for raising an socially conscious, anti-racist
child.
Discuss and celebrate differences and diversity. Go to
community cultural events and festivals, eat at different
restaurants, taste new flavors and experiences with your
child!
Start early. Studies show that children begin to form preferences for their own race surprisingly early in life. In order to
combat biases, be sure to introduce your child to a range of
toys and books that include children and families who don’t
look like them.
Raising and educating children who value diversity, inclusion, equity, and justice is not about having a one-time
conversation with your child. It is an ongoing process that
should start early and be a fully integrated part of your
child’s life. It should also recognize that we all have biases
to unlearn, new perspectives to embrace, and new things
to learn. The key is to teach your kids the importance of
making this work a part of their own life.
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Makerspace

Makerspace

Innovation and Design-Thinking in Elementary

So what does this look like for Elementary
students?

By: Mark Marshall

This year, we have worked hard as an Elementary community to offer opportunities for our students to innovate
through design-thinking in the curriculum. Design-thinking
is an iterative process for solving authentic problems in our
community. Today, it is used in all professions including design, science, engineering, math, art, literature and business
for human-centered techniques to solve problems in a creative and innovative way.
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Design-thinking is taught in leading universities around
the world including Stanford, Harvard, MIT and d-School.
Design-thinking revolves around developing a deep understanding and empathy for the end-user of who we are
designing products or services for. This process involves
questioning, sketching, prototyping, testing and improving
solutions through a cycle. Although there are lots of design-thinking models, at ISB we use this framework:

We have strived to offer at least one design-thinking experience integrated into a unit of study each year. For example,
in Grade 4 students were doing a science unit on Water. All
Grade 4 students have been busy spending a day in the
Makerspace this week creating prototype solutions for authentic global water problems as part of their Water science
unit. They spent a lot of time annotating and planning their
designs as well as testing out their solutions. They showed
lots of creativity and innovation. Each student got to present
their prototypes to each other at the end of the unit.

In Grade 2, students all participated in a design challenge as
part of their science unit on Air. The challenge was to create
a balloon-powered Lego car that would travel as far as possible. Students created sketches of their ideas and created
different prototypes using Lego technic pieces. They had to
continue to improve their vehicles by testing how far it would
travel. They learned about concepts of air, forces, friction and
measurement through an authentic context. We hope to continue to add and develop design-thinking across all curriculum areas in the future!

TOUCHSTONE May 2021
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Makerspace

Makerspace

Parent Engage Workshops
We believe that parent education and support is fundamental to supporting student learning. On March 4th, we held
an ES Parent Engage on Technology, Innovation and Design and we had 17 parents attend the session. Mark Marshall (ES Innovation Learning Coach) led this workshop and
shared out some examples of how different grades were
using design challenges in the curriculum.
We had parents do a mini-design challenge where they
had to build a Rapunzel tower and create a pulley system
to transport 100 grams of weight to the top of the tower.
The parents really enjoyed this challenge and came up with
creative solutions to this problem. We hope to try and find
ways to get some parent volunteers to help out in the new
Makerspace being built for next school year!
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Intercultural Assembly

Intercultural Assembly

Intercultural Week Assembly
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Intercultural Week

Intercultural Week

Our Cultures
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Our Stories
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Intercultural Week

Intercultural Week

Students learn how cultures use stories and storytelling to connect and communicate.
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Intercultural Week

Intercultural Week

Traditional Thai dancing is a combination
of graceful body movements in addition to
elaborate costumes and music.
26
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100 Days of School

100 Days of School

100 Days in Kindergarten
ISB students and staff were invited to pop by the Kindergarten classrooms for a special 100s Museum tour complete with a 100s collection and guest appearance of Zero
the Hero.
28
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It was wonderful to be able to mark and celebrate this
milestone together, in person, on campus in such a fun
and creative way.
TOUCHSTONE May 2021
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Middle School

Principals

Dennis Harter, Principal

Cindy Plantecoste, Vice Principal

Adapting and Succeeding in an Ever-Changing
School Year
By: Dennis Harter

Our community made learning and school tangible again.
The second semester posed new (or repeated) challenges
again as we started 2021 in Virtual School again. Our students and teachers, near-experts by this stage, handled
the transition out of holiday in stride and for 3 weeks,
learning moved forward and slid into on campus learning
near-seamlessly. Unfortunately, the new rise in Thailand’s
COVID cases impacted students and our learning program
as we were forced to cancel our grade level trips, along with
some tournaments and productions. The MS Drama “In The
Grove” didn’t have a chance to take place as we entered
Virtual School just a day before the opening performance.
We appreciate the wonderful dedication and effort those
students put into preparing the show - even as we didn’t
get to see it performed. Through all of the uncertainty of the
second semester, our students and teachers have cared for
each other, adapted to new situations, and ensured learning
could continue and progress.

As we wrap up the 2020-21 school year, we can’t help but
look back on the unique circumstances that have defined
our learning experience. What has impressed me most is the
incredible adaptability and positivity that our community has
demonstrated throughout the ever-changing circumstances.
Whether it was teachers managing a hybrid combination of
online and in-person learning to support the students out-ofcountry or in quarantine, while students were in classrooms
in real time, or the flexibility of students to seamlessly transition into Virtual School coming directly out of a holiday three
different times, our community proved able to adjust, adapt,
and advance.
Back in August, as we returned to campus for the first time in
5 months, so many of the safety regulations were new to us.
We had turnstiles that checked our temperature and ensured
we had a mask on. We split up at lunch time and introduced
the “tent” a new venue to eat. Desks in classrooms were set
up differently - further apart - and we wiped them clean after
each class. And we wore masks around each other, changing
the dynamics of our interactions and learning environments.
It was all so different and new then, what has become so
common and “expected” now.
Our community adapted to these changes and made the
most of a terrific, on-campus semester. Activities and athletics started to take place again. We found ways to meet with
lunchtime groups using dividers and specially set-up classrooms. Concerts took place, first with constructed dividers
between students and then with special custom “socks” on
each instrument. Choirs sang and athletes competed. Students engaged in group discussions and debate and they
spoke on stage to audiences both live and distanced and
live and virtually through streamed video to classrooms.
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As the year winds up, congratulations to our grade 8 students who successfully completed middle school and are
headed to new adventures in high school. You are absolutely ready for the challenges ahead! To our departing students, we wish you well in your next schools - please stay
in touch with us, at ISB. You are always welcome back.
In a chaotic world around us that has been 2020-21, when
our worries have extended to home countries and families
here or away, our teachers, staff, and students found ways
to focus, grow, support each other, and thrive. With great
sincerity, Vice Principal Cindy Plantecoste and I offer our
thanks and appreciation for the efforts of our entire community. We are always proud of our Middle School, but never
more so than this year. Congratulations to everyone in our
MS family for making a difficult 2020-21 school year such
a success.

TOUCHSTONE May 2021
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DEIJ work in the Middle School
By: Colleen Coady

“Privilege is having a brighter light. Allyship is shining that
light in the darkness.” A Krause.
This year the middle school embraced the ISB Strategic
Learning Plan goals around Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and
Justice. We wanted to empower our middle school students
to recognize their own privilege and to do something about
the bias, discrimination, privilege and bullying they encounter. We focused on coaching our students to be allies; to
challenge bias in words, actions and online; to explore the
differences between equality and equity; and to engage in
social action targeted at creating a culture of allyship in the
middle school and in the ISB Community.
Our middle school English department worked on identifying culturally diverse literature and writing topics and on
engaging students in topics of diversity, racism, and equity
around the world. Our social studies curriculum continued
to focus on themes of identity and diversity, prejudice and
discrimination. Students explored the factors that shape
their own identities in order to better understand themselves and others and then learned about systems in our
world that create and sustain inequality. We also focused on
tackling real world problems by looking at them from multiple viewpoints and on turning awareness to action.
We reworked our eighth grade advisory program to ensure
that we are helping build an understanding of the bias, privilege and injustice our students see in their world.
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Topics included understanding what stereotyping and bias
are; exploring the different forms bias and privilege take; reflecting on bullying, especially identity-based bullying, and
gaining insight into their own biases and the meaning of social justice.
Our middle school Gender and Sexuality Alliance took an
active role in promoting allyship. We celebrated Spirit Day
in October, where students and teachers had the opportunity to show their support for LGBTQ+ youth. The GSA
also advocated for faculty and students to be able to add
their preferred pronouns to their email signatures on a voluntary basis. The club continues to work alongside schoolwide administration to find ways to ensure our community
is inclusive and equitable. In addition, we held a series of
lunch time social justice listening sessions across grade
levels where students are able to share both their experiences and their ideas. Our November middle school student leadership seminar focused on training students to be
allies. In May, our 6th and 7th graders explored the concept
of allyship through an advisory activity designed by the students in the Arts Council. This year’s 8th grade culminating
service experience involved having students select from
a multitude of allyship projects in order to actively and directly engage in taking social action. And finally, our middle
school DEIJ work was showcased and celebrated at our
end of year Diversity Assembly aptly titled: We are Allies.

TOUCHSTONE May 2021
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Environmental Wilderness Campus

Our Environmental Wilderness Campus (EWC) has proved
extremely valuable over the past few months, allowing for
continued field trips to take place, even during COVID-19.
Our students have been able to get outdoors and travel
safely and securely. The setting, right on the edge of a beautiful reservoir in the Phetchaburi province, makes it the ideal
place for outdoor education programs like kayaking, hiking,
and rock climbing.
The value of outdoor education is well-researched, and
qualities such as resilience, problem-solving, and improved
levels of confidence are but a few of the benefits seen in
children involved in these programs. Not to mention the
wonderful opportunity to decompress in nature!
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MS Olympics

We are so glad we were able to have our annual ISB Middle School Olympics this year.
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MS Olympics

Dressed in their house colours and full of team spirit, our MS students got to compete in a variety of lively games,
challenges and activities.
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MS Olympics

It was a day filled with camaraderie, Panther pride and loads of fun.
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MS Olympics

Of course, no MS Olympics would be complete without the much anticipated tug of war.
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It has been a challenging and difficult 14 months since
COVID-19 first started having an impact on schools, students and everyone around the world.
In many respects Thailand has fared reasonably well during
this time, with the exception of the December/January outbreak. However at the time of writing this article, we are back
in virtual school facing the possibility that this is how the
year will end as Thailand faces it’s most challenging ‘third
wave’. Education has been hit profoundly by the pandemic
and it is not surprising perhaps that many questions arise.
What toll will this leave on our students socially, emotionally
and academically? How much longer will this rollercoaster
continue? Will things ever be normal again?
Despite the challenges faced by all educational institutions
during COVID, there are many positive outcomes of going
virtual. In the High School, we have seen this manifest itself
in a number of different ways. Some students actually prefer to be online as they are getting more sleep. Virtual school
has also meant learning new skills and pushing innovation
in education.

Justyna McMillan, Dean of Academics/DP Coordinator

Andy Vaughan, Dean of Students

By leveraging the power of technology using zoom and
other platforms, we find ourselves uniquely positioned to
navigate the uncertainty of tomorrow more effectively. In
many ways online learning has improved what happens
in normal classrooms, as technology has provided an increased flexibility in how students collaborate in their learning. We can now switch gears from face-to-face to remote
learning, almost seamlessly. Another positive outcome has
been the timely reminder that learning is a social process
and that we need to make time for building relationships in
our classrooms. As part of this process the high school has
seen a renewed commitment to Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
and Justice, which came into focus this academic year.

These significant social and political developments around
the world have stressed the need for ISB to ensure a learning environment where all students feel a sense of purpose.
It is important that we continue to provide opportunities
where students can engage in meaningful work that is relevant to our community and humanity in general. Students
and faculty have been challenged to reflect on what actions
we need to take to ensure we work together to solve issues
such as racism, bigotry, sexism and other forms of discrimnation and prejudice that may exist at ISB and globally. The
steps needed to change are heavily intertwined through our
curriculum, structures and mindset, ensuring that diversity
of thought and experiences are included in how we work
together. This challenging year has prompted us to look
deeply into who we are as a community and to ‘treat others
the way they want to be treated’.

ISB prides itself on being an inclusive school with the
strong sense of community where every student can become more globally-minded and value-driven. A number
of events this year including the Hong Kong Democracy
rallies, Black Lives Matter protests, the coup in Myanmar
and ongoing Rohingya crisis, have galvanized a call for action and social justice.

High School Admin Team

Justin Alexander, Principal
TOUCHSTONE May 2021
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We Shall See

By: Alex Becker, Debbie McDowell, Sonya Ohlsson,
Swati Shrestha
It has been over a year since COVID-19 sent ISB into virtual
learning. At the time, we couldn’t fathom the overall impact
that it would have on our lives let alone college admissions.
From how a student learns about university options, or how
universities review applicants and shape their class, to families having financial conversations as they figure out how to
pay for college, everyone has been affected by COVID-19
in one way or another. Now that it has been a year, and
we have gone through one application cycle, we have a bit
more information.
Let’s begin where the process begins for many of our students: researching universities. In the past, university representatives would gleefully enter the grounds at ISB knowing
they would have the opportunity to present their school to
eager students looking at their options beyond high school.
This year, all visits have been done through various virtual
webinars, info-sessions and Zoom calls. Certainly not ideal,
but we all adapted and made a difficult situation work. Universities are hoping that by 2022 travel will resume and international admissions departments can get back to “normal” recruiting. However, it is unlikely that it will ever return
to what it was before. Some universities have had to cut
departments and slash budgets to certain offices, and even
though online recruiting isn’t ideal, it is more cost effective.
It will be safe to say that a more hybrid approach to international recruitment will be the way forward for many universities.
With COVID-19 disrupting everything from travel to business, the SAT and ACT standardized exams were certainly
not going to be spared. With this in mind many universities
adopted the plan of becoming SAT/ACT test optional or test
blind, in some circumstances. Students and college admissions officers didn’t know how this would affect admissions
so the “we shall see” comment was overused. This application season is nearly behind us and many universities are
still processing data.
We decided to reach out to universities around the world to
find out how COVID-19 and the change in policies affected
application numbers and what they believe caused these
rises or falls. New York University saw a 20% increase in
applications to just over 100,000 total applications, international applicants rose 15%. The University of California
system saw an 18% jump, with more than 250,000 applications. Howard Gold from MarketWatch mentions, “The
University of Virginia was up 17%, while applications to the
University of Georgia were up 40%”.
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Colgate University saw a whopping 103% increase in applications (Nierenberg). University of Sydney has seen an
increase as well thus far even though exact numbers can’t
be determined at this time. Leiden University in the Netherlands saw a 20% increase in overall applications. The
University of Toronto saw an increase in both domestic and
international applications. Universities have expressed that
the change in numbers has probably been a combination
of factors. COVID-19, familial financial issues, and political
situations in various countries. However, most responses
to this question point to one leading aspect. Amelia Nierenberg, from The New York Times, notes, “There is little
doubt what is driving those gains: making standardized test
scores optional for applicants.”
Figure 1 shows the % increase in total applications to some
universities in 2021

*Figure 1 - Amelia Nierenberg (2021). Interest Surges in Top Colleges,
While Struggling Ones Scrape for Applicants. The New York Times. Howard Gold (2021). Opinion: SAT and ACT Scores May Be Optional in College Applications This Year, but Many Top Schools Still Rely on Them.
MarketWatch.

In the past, SAT/ACT scores were a point of contention for
why many students chose not to apply to a specific university, and with that marker off the table students are applying
just to see if they can get in. “The nation’s most selective
four year institutions, both public and private, saw a record
breaking 17% increase in applications this year, according
to Common App” (Nierenberg).
Gold says, “When those tests were no longer required, kids
whose low scores used to prevent them from getting into
schools like Yale or Vanderbilt now gave it a shot, applications boomed, and overwhelmed admissions departments
pushed back decision day by a week or two.”

However, lesser known state schools and small private colleges saw their applications drop. State University of New
York, the largest public university education system in the
US fell 14%. Loyola College Maryland saw a 12% drop in
total applications. The United States wasn’t the only country
that suffered significant drops in numbers. In the UK UCAS
applications dropped by 40% among EU applicants. Nierenberg notes that “[t]he declines come at a time when colleges and universities have been battered financially by the
coronavirus, with estimated losses of more than $120 billion
from plunging enrollment and dried up revenue streams like
food services and athletic events.”
Many students wonder if this trend will continue. Will coronavirus further impact how colleges review and admit students? Many universities have already stated they will continue to be SAT/ACT optional for the coming year and even
in 2023. Amelia Nierenberg notes, “Although most schools
that waived standardized tests this year did so temporarily, a growing number are making it permanent because of
concerns that the tests are inherently biased”. Even without
standardized tests, students are being admitted. Many universities have stated that between 40%-50% of students
who didn’t submit standardized exams were admitted. UC
Boulder observed that 79% of those who applied without
standardized test scores were admitted. Jonathan Budick,
who oversees admissions at Cornell, said that his staff “focused on the rigor of the classes that applicants took in high
school and how they performed in them. The essay, resume
and letters of recommendation are more important than
they would have been in a system in which the test scores
just sort of sat there like a big object on the review process”
(Nierenberg).
With decisions rolling in from universities many students
are seeing their names being added to waitlists. Nierenberg
further explains that “[c]olleges usually admit students they
think will attend. But this year, with increased competition,
admitted students might start playing the field, or get stuck
on waitlist limbo at more selective schools as a hectic year
shuffles out.” However, we cannot be sure of what kind of
movement might be made on waitlists, as evidenced by unusual activity on the waitlist at Georgetown. In 2019, 6% of
the students on the waitlist at Georgetown were eventually
admitted to Georgetown College; that number jumped to
20% in 2020. Within the McDonough School of Business,
3% of the students on the waitlist were eventually admitted
in 2019; while that number jumped to a staggering 43% in
2020.

Although Georgetown University did not explain this jump,
it likely was because more than usual, students decided to
take a gap year, defer their enrollment, or not travel to the
campus to start their studies.
With more data brings more answers and details, but it
also brings more questions about what will happen in the
future. Michael Nietzel at Forbes asks, “With all the shifts
in institutional practice and applicant behavior, and with the
pandemic perhaps beginning to recede, what will “yield”
(the percentage of accepted students who enroll at a given
school) look like come the fall? Will entering cohorts be
larger than normal at the schools seeing a bump in applications? Will colleges struggling to hold their enrollments
steady become even less selective? Will institutions intensify their “bidding wars” as they attempt to lure students
to their campus? Will test-optional admission policies grow
even more popular?”.
All of these numbers and questions help us understand that
a shift in college admissions is coming, if it hasn’t already
arrived. It will take a few more years of data until we understand the full scope of how the coronavirus pandemic has
affected college admissions. We have seen here at ISB that
many of our seniors have been accepted to wonderful universities and colleges around the world. All of these twists
and turns to the admissions process gives us all more to
think about, and it is all the more important that students
take the time to research the universities in which they are
interested. Will the shake up that was caused by the pandemic result in seismic changes in admissions? We return
to an all too often used statement, “we shall see”.
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Shannon Leoni, Pattanaprasit Yaowarat
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Some say also that anonymity is the opposite of accountability. Many platforms on the internet give individuals a forum for their ideas and the right of free speech, yet there is
also the real danger of abuse of that privilege in that individuals will express inappropriate language, misinformation,
and other socially inacceptable material and ideas.

Open discussion about websites and content can help you
understand what motivates young people to go to sites,
and honest talk about the risks can help them understand
why you are concerned and it’s worth talking about.

HS Counsellors

By: Kevin Callahan, Shannon Leoni, Jackie Valenzuela
The world that our students inhabit is vastly different than
the one in which we spent our adolescence. It is more complicated technologically, of course, but also socially as well.
Paradoxically, by having so many outlets and platforms for
social interaction, our students are more challenged in how
to communicate effectively in real-time interactions. This
can be the cause of misunderstandings, offensive communication, and an erosion of the social skills associated with
face-to-face communication. In a setting like ISB, we are
hoping to teach students the skills to be able, collaborative
communicators, which is one of the most recognized abilities necessary for success in the modern workplace. We
need to recognize also that we and our students are often
(and in some cases where students are online for long periods of time, constantly) subjected to offensive comments,
slurs and vulgar language and postings. This is a complicated problem of the age in which we live.
People (read here many of your sons and daughters) spend
many of their waking hours online. Through gaming, chat
applications, alternative news sources, and “cookies” implanted in the media that we access, anyone can go down
a “rabbit hole” of information and communication.
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They can also be exposed to really nasty language and
communications, mainly because of the anonymity of those
online. “Hiding behind the screen” allows, even encourages, users to communicate in socially unacceptable ways
that they would not consider in face-to-face encounters.
The effects of regular anonymous communication are becoming increasingly better understood within the field of
psychology. Psychologists have created new terms, such
as the “online disinhibition effect,” to explain our tendency
to open up — in both good and bad ways — when we’re
sitting in front of a screen. Behavioral studies have also
shown that people often tend to act crudely or illegally when
their identity is hidden. A 2012 study by researchers in Israel found that when students were anonymous and hidden
from each other in an online chat, verbal aggression among
participants was very high. This aggression plummeted to
almost none when a video put the two partners in eye contact. These studies reveal that the web is deeply impersonal
and that users often feel like distant strangers when online,
making them more likely to attack others. (The Dartmouth,
March 31, 2021). This lack of personal interaction has also
shown in many studies to reduce empathy, making it more
likely that anonymous users will use inappropriate or abusive language.

The fact that individuals can do this without restraint makes
them even more likely to cross the border of reasonably
good taste and civil conversation.
So, should parents monitor their children’s internet usage?
This is a complicated issue, as sometimes a perception that
a parent is “spying” on their child can breed more mistrust,
and the young person can generate ever more sophisticated ways of hiding the content they are seeing and the
sites that they are accessing.
It might well be relatively late in your child’s life by the time
that they get to high school to begin to establish a relationship of mutual trust, but it’s worth trying if you want to help
them to be able to monitor their own behavior when they
leave the home and are on their own in college or elsewhere.

If you are confused or mystified in how to start a conversation on this topic, remember that the vast majority of teens
are looking at sites on which many if not all users are anonymous; they are, therefore, seeing abusive and vulgar language, even if they are not joining in the conversations.
This is a stimulating dinner topic! (Hopefully you have time
in your busy day to at least spend dinner with your children.) We can all learn a lot about youth culture if we can get
young people talking about what they see online. It can also
help us to guide them in making good choices about what
they themselves put on the internet. (Whatever they post
will always be there, for better or for worse.) Hopefully you
can make sure in your family communications that talking
face-to-face doesn’t become a lost art!
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Lifeguard Training

Buddy Olympics

Each year, International School Bangkok (ISB) hosts its own
annual Junior Special Olympics, where students with physical disabilities from three local communities come together
to connect and compete.

High School students practice some essential rescue skills
during the HS lifeguarding course. The class provides students with the opportunity to earn their American Red Cross
Professional Lifeguard certification.
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This year, rather than cancel the event due to the pandemic,
our high school students rallied together and found a way to
still safely connect with the community and give back. They
brainstormed, planned, organized, and ran an entirely new
event – ISB's first-ever Buddy Olympics on campus.

ISB is one of the very few schools in Asia which is certified
as an American Red Cross Provider for all of our aquatics
courses.
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PantherNation

Open Mic

What is Media Studies?
By: Jonah Cunney

In Media Studies class, students activate their inner creativeness by creating video articles as well as written articles. The students are allowed their own freedom in terms
of exploring what area of expertise they want to focus on.
These include Broadcasting, News, Opinions, Sports, etc.
The best part of these categories is that the students are not
committed to one section, they are allowed to drift to other
sections. This allows the student to write or produce a video
about their interests.

High School students took to our outdoor stage to perform
in the ISB Arts Council’s Spooky Rocktober Open Mic! This
event was a special treat because we got to welcome one
of our alumni and Spotify artist, Nikki Glucksman, back to

the ISB stage as well as hear some awesome tunes from
our very own ISB Jazz Band. It was so great to see our students getting outside of their comfort zones, enjoying the
outdoors, and expressing their creativity!

Media Studies students do not go straight into writing or filming their articles. The teacher first educates the students on
the skills needed to make a well-written, or well-filmed article.
Ultimately, students are writing for the outside world and articles can be tracked with readership across the globe.
Beyond the journalistic skills gained in this class, there are
also technical skills - how to take high quality, meaningful
photos, how to conduct a good interview, how to make a
storyboard for films, and much more. These are then tested
and assessed not via a typical exam, but through an article
that is published to the entire ISB community on PantherNation (isbpanthernation.com).
PantherNation for several years now has been a vehicle for
student’s voices and highlighting ISB student life.
Students in Media Studies work with the teacher more like a
news outlet than a class. As a result, class, in general, has an
amazing atmosphere. For example, when the class is brainstorming ideas for new articles, everyone comes together
to bring out interesting and diverse ideas. As students start
working on articles, classmates give constructive feedback
to their peers that helps individual students improve their articles and get different perspectives. This creates an atmosphere where students are more like colleagues constantly
helping each other to peer edit their work to further improve
and refine their articles.
Media Studies is not only a class where the students
learn many new skills and techniques on how to create
an engaging article, but it is a fun class where students
are allowed to dive into their interests and share ideas
with the world through their articles.
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By: Pada 3M

Wilson Ahn

Purit Amatayakul

By: Ben Harryson 5G

Rafael Barote
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Joon Hee Baek

By: Teagan N. 4C

Aarika Bawa

Lara Boloni

By: Sisaran P. 3M

Caitlin Cantrell

By: Kento Ise 3M

Manatporn Blumenthal

By: Sterling M. 2E

By: Leticia

Amirlan Bold-Erdene

By: Heather 5P

By: Leon G. 4D

Apichaya Chiaravanond

By: Petha 3H

Jae Eun Cho

By: Nisha 2

Mackenzie Clary

By: Peraboon 2E

Bryan Chen

Aryan Chablani

By: Cheng 5P

By: Mason 2G

Jeslyn Brouwers

By: Gao V. 5D

By: Lucas W. 4M

Neila Choomchuay

By: Timber L. 5P

Hof Coral

By: Narumpa T. 4M

Jonah Cunney
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By: Papye 2E

By: Theo Sahawat 5

Nachawit Dhevaaksorn

Graham Delashmutt

By: Knight 5G

Shamik Dutta Majumdar
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Parima Durongkavibul

By: Allie Enfinger KG

David Enfinger III

By: Liam Y. 2N

Blake Eyre

By: Amy S. 2N

Rhea Gandhi

By: Xana 5G

Naho Enya

By: BeCasso

Wataru Fujii

By: Zita G. 5G

Akhil Gandhi

Ragashree Ganesan

By: Non 5W

Paul Greenberg

By: Kent T. 5P

By: Braylon C. 1S

Zachary Giles

By: Fernando K. 2G

Gyalden Gyaltshen

By: Ari 5G

Naeun Ha

By: Kidd A. 4B

By: Korkaow 1R

Kuenden Gyaltshen

By: Kirin 5D

Alexander Hansen

By: Selene W. 5D

Shyla Hargave
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By: Paula C. KG

Isobel Hart

By: Nirin S. KG

Milla Harter

By: Hudson W. KG

Grant Hevland

Benjamin Homan
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By: Chenray L. 4C

By: Xander M. 2E

By: Elina G. 4C

Abijit Jayachandran

By: Ryo K. 4C

Varakorn Jitngamplang

Conrad Johnson

Song Yi Hyun

By: Thakorn KG

John Jackson

By: Sanjiv J. 3L

Rajiv Jayasekara

Matthew Helmkamp

By: Perth 1M

By: Andrew 5P

Marazal Islam

By: Alisa. B 1M

Nanthicha Jittungtrong

By: Chan Wei 2E

Virginia Johnson

By: Alisa Bodahl

Pune Kanchananut

By: Jenis 5P

By: Lee Taeju 4C

Amani Kaiya

By: Matt S. 5G

Dong Soo Kang

By: Chenyi Zhu KG

Rhea Kapoor
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By: Albert 3M

Bora Kaya

By: Kriti 5P

Sara Khan

By: Jessica Chiao 4C

Jittisa Kraprayoon

By: Ravek 5G

By:Mehma S. 5M
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Panas Khongphatthanayothin

Navin Kunkudatharn

Olivia Lamontagne-Kratz

By: Victoria Bankee 4

Charlotte Lanser

Pichsinee Lertsaroj

By: Yhardthip 4

Momoko Kuramochi

By: Yuko 5P

By: Sofia Finezia

Poramin Makornwattana

By: Belle M. 4G

Achirawat Masayavanich

By: Taeyoon Im 5P

Buntida Lertbunnaphongs

By: Jate C. 4G

Canyon Mannikko

By: Ishana T. 3

Kazi Masud

By: Jeremy Wu 2H

Emily Merritt

By: Sameer D. 4G

By: Matthew S. 3D

Max Meeuwesen

By: Daniel C. 1R

Lyan Millana

By: Lillian W. 3D

Doa Mobin
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By: Mim 5D

Jitpuwapat Mokkamakkul

By: Erika Coniglio 3H

Tan Monsereenusorn

By: Jessica M. 1R

Emilie Muntzing

Prangsinee
Navawongs Na Ayudhaya
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Daniel Monteiro

By: Win T. 3D

Kenta Nakano

By: Gloria 1B

By: BeCasso

Axel Nyborg

By: Marlee M. 5D

Daniel Namatinia

By: Bhuchita T. 2E

Jazmin Nichols-Lemon

By: Keita W. 3

Lieve Olufsen

By: Matthew Y. 2Y

Nattapat Panapongwasin

By: Lee Wooju 2H

Nisamanee Niemeijer

By: Icy S.

Koki Omata

By: Serene 3M

Hannah Papps

By: Silvia

Mina Park

By: Nanya M. 5W

By: Dylan Nisbet 2Y

Kyungmin Park

By: Flynn T. 2Y

Yumin Park

By: Mila Chung 4C

Nirvan Perez
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By: Sunwoo K. 4B

Paul Phanachet

By: Ella 5W

Pattra Phasook

By: Kei S. 5W

Baramee Pholpipattanaphong
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Anna Phetsomphou

By: Pachara P. KG

Tachanat Pinpakornkul

By: Punn R. 2G

Sinmanat Prompow

By: Miharu Ise 5W

Narai Risser

By: Nara Sarrasin 5M

By: BeCasso

By: Chawintorn T.

Jasmine Risbjorn

By: BeCasso

Rio Saigusa

Rei Sato

Rachel Pittman

By: Nabonita

Emma Reed

By: Naran T. 3L

Isis Sampermans

By: Shine 1M

Leah Scranton

By: Jungwoo K. 4M

Isaac Silvino

By: Mia 5D

By: Ginny Bae

Vasin Shnatepaporn

By: Jonas 1B

Pitchakorn Siripakorn

By: Javi Bedolla 3L

Samuel Skaggs
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By: Yunu 1S

Nipasiree Gagan Sriprasert

By: Chotitad S. 2G

Joseph Sta Romana

By: Knot T. KG

Lanlana Sukparangsee

66

TOUCHSTONE May 2021

Chanisara Stanford

By: Leo 1R

Trisha Sutivong

By: Caroline J. 1M

Nonthaporn Tanomvorsin

By: Proud C. 4B

Orisa Thanajaro

By: Hudson Y. 3M

Fraya Tanavatcharaporn

By: Nara 2G

Sasin Thamakaison

By: Althea R. 2G

Risa Ueyama

By: Ruhani S. 5D

Nicole Villars Andino

By: Kawin D. 2G

Jai Thampakkul

By: Cody L. 1M

Nitinun Vilailuck

By: Marina 3D

Anh Vu

By: Alex 1M

Jingmin Wang

By: Elijah G. KG

Angelina Walker

By: BeCasso

Nonoka Watanabe

By: Mara Patel 2E

By: Brice Mack 4B

Fonseca Waworuntu
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Graduating Class of 2021

By: Pansira H. 2H

Sasha Wertime

By: Maya Y. 3H

Nora Wiktorowicz

By: Lana M. 3M

Apichaya
Wongnonthawitthaya

By: Louis P. 2E

Isaac Workman

By: XXXX. ZZ

Sahachart Wongananchai

Ariel Wile

By: Li Z. 2H

By: Dali Jasper 3M

By: Maharlika 3M

Alan Yang

Justin Wu

By: Akhtar Yusuf 5G

By: William 3H

By: Inaya Goyal 5D

White Stole: International Honour Society
Light Blue: International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
Black and Gold: High School (HS) Diploma
Pink: Modern Music Master (Tri M)
Dark Blue: National Honour Society for Dance Arts (NHSDA)

Jacob Young
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Adys Yusuf

Natalie Zhu

Gold: Honour Roll

Libraries

ES Library

ES Library

Greeting from the ES HUB
By: Nat Whitman

While a bumpy 2020-2021 forced ISB to close and open
our dependable, ES HUB continued as the exciting, vibrant
and welcoming heart of our ES community. Students start
and begin their day in our beautiful space and on any given
day you will find students reading books, playing games,
programming computers, enjoying arts, building crafts and
even making music!
Visiting “Artist in Residence” Janet Wong
This year, the HUB was honored to have virtually hosted
award winning poet Janet Wong. Janet is an accomplished
Asian-American poet, author, blogger and lawyer who has
written over 37 books for kids. Her books cover a variety of
subjects from poetry for enjoyment to themes of racial integration and personal challenge. Janet received the – poet
of the year award.
Nat Whitman

Janet’s focus was on inspiring students to tap into their inner poet. She inspired us with her fun, movement oriented
poems Janet met with students 20 different times where
she shared her inspirational story, entertained with her hilarious poems, and gave tips for writing including the advice
that writing poetry is easier if you rip up the first few poems
you write!
Students communicated with Janet using an online note
taking tool where students and Janet completed and compared original poems.
2020-2021 New Initiatives
The Hub, has been working to diversify our collection. This
means that a big focus is on procuring books that reflect
and serve our entire community with a deeper focus on
Asia, Chinese, Indian, Japanese Thai and POC viewpoints.
Based on the work of Rudine Simms Bishop, “Mother of
multicultural children’s literature”, we hope each book in
our collection will be a “mirror, window, or a sliding glass
doors” into other cultures. Each book will provide an authentic view into other cultures or be a representation of
children’s own culture and history. The challenge in an international library is finding, and providing enough books
to be mirrors in English and other languages! This has
been exciting work that we are grateful to help from the
School wide DEIJ committee.
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Main Library

Main Library

Library Mission

Middle Grade

Young Adult

Adult

The Main Library provides resources and support for students, faculty, and members of the ISB community. It is our
responsibility to ensure that students and faculty are effective and efficient users of information. In order to maintain
this vision, it is necessary that the librarians and library staff:
● foster an atmosphere of mutual respect
● serve all kinds of needs without bias
● teach and encourage students to be self-sufficient in
the library
● create a warm, friendly, and caring environment

Atnak Yadma, Chauychuwong Khaimuk, Chris Bell, Melinda Kehe, Soisuwan Siriporn, Deeso Suwanna

Greetings from the Main Library

What We Do

The Main Library is available for all patrons in our community, including students, parents, teachers, and staff.Our library offers a little something for everyone. We have a large
selection of books: fiction, non-fiction, biographies, graphic
novels, eBooks & Audiobooks. We also subscribe to a powerful selection of databases that support a wide range of research levels and include a variety of resources. In addition
to all the above, the library offers a podcast recording room,
a green screen movie room, 5 breakout study rooms, and 2
classrooms. We also check out technology equipment like
cameras and Virtual Reality headsets. All patrons are welcome to use the library during opening hours. If you need
assistance please let us know, we are here to help:

In addition to maintaining a wonderful learning space and
diverse collection, we work hard to integrate research and
reading into the curriculum by working directly with teachers
in the classroom. This includes planning lessons, teaching,
and in some cases helping in assessment. For example,
in the high school, we worked with 10th Grade Science to
teach students to research and create a collegiate-level literature review. In the middle school, we worked with Grade
6 and 7 students to locate and evaluate information with the
goal of creating an informational product on a puberty topic,
which was shared with peers.

Melinda Kehe
MS Librarian
melindak@isb.ac.th
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Chris Bell
HS Librarian/Technology
christob@isb.ac.th

Library Website: library.isb.ac.th
Please review this site contains the following resources:
● Library Catalog that link to Sora (ebooks & AudioBooks)
● A variety of online Databases (online newspaper,
magazine, and scholarly journal articles)
● Book recommendations, sites, awards, and
read-aloud titles
● Research Tips: Citing Sources, Note-taking,
Paraphrasing & Outlines
● MS & HS Research Guides
● Weekly Main Library News
Library Hours:
Mon-Thurs: 7:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm
Circulation
All Library patrons are allowed to check out:
● Seven print materials for three weeks with one renewal
for another three weeks
● Three magazines, excluding the current month which
stays in the library until a newer version arrives
Overdue Books
Students and parents will be reminded of their overdue
books weekly.
Lost Books
The library should be notified if a book is lost. A charge
for the replacement cost of the book will be assessed. If
the book is found before the item has been replaced, the
money will be refunded.

TOUCHSTONE May 2021

75

Sports

Sports

Sports

Exceptional Sportsmanship

78

TOUCHSTONE May 2021

Panther Spirit

TOUCHSTONE May 2021

79

Golf Center

Our brand new state-of-the-art ISB Golf Center.
It has a Puttview virtual putting green, 6 simulator bays
with over 80 of the world’s most popular golf courses,
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Golf Center

a 220sqm chipping green, and 10+ golf professionals to
coach – we’re equipped for pupils of all ages and all levels.
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Swimming
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Design, Fine and
Performing Arts

Design and Technology: Invention Centre

The Gerritz Invention Centre is the perfect place for our ISB Panthers to get curious and creative.
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Design and Technology: Robotics

The ISB Steel Panthers prepared for the world qualifying robotics competition by hosting their own inter-squad
tournament.

Our Middle Schoolers were thrilled about the opportunity
they got to team up and jump on board the Mindstorms’
“Weave and Bob” Robotics Challenge.

TOUCHSTONE May 2021
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Design and Technology: Woodblock Prints

ISB hosted guest artist Ralph Kiggell, a woodblock printing
artist who studied traditional and contemporary woodblock
printing techniques in Japan for several years.

Design and Technology: Virtual Reality

As an artist-printmaker, Ralph has created some fascinating
works from hand-printed books to murals and illustration
work.

Students use virtual reality in a fun, cooperative and interactive way.

88

TOUCHSTONE May 2021

TOUCHSTONE May 2021

89

Fine Art: ES Art Walk

Fine Art: ES Art Walk

ES Art Walk
By: Jo Nichols

The walkways and gallery spaces of Elementary school
were filled with a joyous display of the art from our grade
K-5 students. Every K-5 artist was celebrated and we welcomed the ISB community to come and walk through the
exhibition and view the wonderful work. In the ES Art studio we offer the opportunity for students to create, present,
and reflect on their art. We value each artist's process and
encourage experimentation and personal voice and choice
within a guided practice. Students grow as both artists and
individuals from their successes and failures experienced
along the way.
The Student Led Conferences on March 11 & 12 provided
a wonderful opportunity for students to show and discuss
their work with their families. Families were guided in their
discussions around the art through a selection of questions
such as: Tell me about your art work! How did you do that?
How do you feel about your artwork? What would you like
to do with your artwork when we take it home? The students were encouraged to identify which Elements of Art
they had used in their creations; line, shape, colour, value,
texture, space and form.
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Fine Art: MS Art Exhibition

Fine Art: MS Art Exhibition

An exhibition of incredible artwork in our Chevron Gallery
from our Middle School students
There was a wide range of artistic pieces on show, from
collaborative pieces, to the tri-color reduction woodblock
prints created in workshops with our visiting artist Ralph
Kiggell, to the community collaboration woodblock print
created by our students and teachers featuring Wat Arun.
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Fine Art: Artist in Residence

Fine Art: Artist in Residence

Connections Through Art

By: Kylie Harter and Trista Meisner
Visiting artist Kitti Narod reminds ISB art students what it
means to be human.
In November and December 2020 elementary, middle, and
high school art students worked with world-renowned artist, Khun Kitti Narod. Through his work, Kitti explores the
human figure and humans’ relationship with self and others.
His work focuses on the seemingly mundane aspects of daily
life, those moments that provide the essential elements of
connection, humor, wellness, and love - an apt focus, given
the current state of the world and the limits placed upon our
interactions with others. While working with Kitti, students
considered questions such as… what are moments in my
day that provide me with comfort? What makes me happy?
Who do I love and want to spend time with? Who has access
to public spaces? What do people do there? What do public
spaces provide for a community? A Society? How do they
reflect what a society values?
Kitti demonstrated for the students, his unique approach to
depicting the human figure, addressing form, position, and
the development of select details.
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Amongst discussions and the sharing of his work, Kitti
helped students relax in their approach to drawing the human figure by engaging them in short, timed exercises targeted at ‘loosening up’ the students’ drawing technique of
a typically intimidating subject matter.
“I learned you shouldn’t stress out when you make a mistake in your work, just be yourself.” “I painted and learned
to be calm every time that you paint - don’t get nervous.”
- Sebby, Grade 4
We practiced “drawing really fast because it means we have
to loosen our grip on the pencil and let it move more freely.”
- Jate, Grade 4
“I learned with Kitti Narod that everyone has a different style
of drawing so your artwork doesn’t have to be perfect and
it’s okay if you make a mistake. You don’t have to draw every
detail.” - Sameer, Grade 4
Students worked both individually and in small groups to
produce works inspired by Kitti’s stylistic approach. Kitti
worked predominantly with kindergarten, grade 3 and
grade 4 art classes, and with middle school art students.
When Kitti wasn’t working in class with students, he could
be found working in his makeshift studio, in the ES Art quad.
TOUCHSTONE May 2021

95

Fine Art: Artist in Residence

Fine Art: Artist in Residence

Kitti Narod Collaborative Exhibition
By: Kylie Harter and Trista Meisner

In March/April this year, the Kitti Narod Visiting Artist
Collaborative Exhibition was held. The works exhibited
were the culmination of Kitti’s work with our students
a few months prior. Both 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional works include representations of the human figure involved in various activities and engagement with
each other.
The exhibition was curated by a team of instructional
assistants in the ISB Art department - Burachatra (Noi)
Indraprasirt, Parichat (Neoy) Tanapiwattanakul, and
Worapoj (MJ) Attanark. Their thoughtful arrangement
and presentation of the works honor the playful spirit of
Kitti’s work and his work with our students. The design
and layout of this exhibition attempt to mirror this playful spirit and how the work was produced. The artists’
names have been left off of the work in order for the audience to better appreciate their collective expressions.
Aside from the many small mixed-media works produced by students, the major works shared in this exhibit are Khun Kitti’s original painting based on the concepts of care and connection, an intensified focus for
us all during this current pandemic. Also featured is the
large triptych painting created together by Kitti and our
ISB art students.
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Performing Art: Dance

IASAS Cultural Convention
By: Jaleea Price

IASAS CC (Cultural Convention) brings together Dance,
Drama, and Theater Tech over a 3-day event. Students immerse themselves in workshops, performing or presenting,
and receiving critical feedback from professional Guest Artists. They demonstrate courage, commitment and integrity in
sharing their art, as well as adaptability and self-management
to collaborate in new environments like a Zoom setting.
Over the 6-week season, IASAS dancers devise an original
20-minute dance. This year’s piece was titled, “Pandora”
and there was an added element of screendance performances due to partial lockdown physical-distancing during
mid-season. It went through a range of different ‘evils’ in
life from the mythical Pandora’s Box - Power, Indulgence &
Jealousy, Heartbreak, Isolation, and War/Conflict. In the end
Hope is one last entity that brings things together.
As a student-driven project, the co-captains add extra help
to make the team come together. This year’s co-captains,
Natalie Zhu and Parima (Nest) Durongkavibul, are outstanding student leaders. They designed promotional materials,
led warm ups and guided rehearsals - all while maintaining
high levels of academics and dance training.
As a 4-year Delegate of CC, Natalie had this to say:
“After four seasons..., I can truly say this year's Cultural Convention and dance season was the most memorable. My
favorite part of being on this team was collaborating and
problem-solving with other talented minds to create one final unique vision. Despite a whirlwind of emotions and constant adaptations that arose from the pandemic, we were
able to create an unprecedented yet cohesive virtual-live
hybrid piece. I loved getting to see the faces of other IASAS
delegates through Zoom, and was in constant awe of their
determination and innovation.”
We’re so proud of all of this year’s IASAS dancers and we
hope the ISB community comes out to support upcoming dance events - Legs 4 Legs Charity concert and the
Panther Dance showcase.
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Performing Art: Drama

Romeo & Juliet
Our High School Drama students gave a fantastic performance in their fall play Romeo & Juliet.
The directors and students certainly rose to the
challenge of putting on a socially distanced play.
Excellent blocking, choreography, and our student actors' incredible adaptability to assess,
judge, and adjust their performances based on
the social distancing requirements to ensure
a fun and safe production.
By incorporating modern music and language
into their performance, our drama department took an old classic and brought it to life
for us all in the present. Shakespeare’s Romeo
& Juliet, although written in 1599, is a particularly relevant story in today’s turbulent times.
It reminded us that no matter how many differences we think we have, we are always better
off choosing love over hate and working to be
together rather than apart!
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ES Music Celebrations of Learning
By: Matt Enders

The month of March was filled with beautiful music and
movement in the elementary school!
At the beginning of the month, our Kindergarten and Grade
1 musicians performed folk dances, instrumental pieces
and songs for a virtual audience from their music classrooms. Our Grade 2 through Grade 5 students had the
opportunity to perform live for their families in the Chevron
Theatre. Grade 2 students demonstrated how they develop
improvisation, mallet technique and vocal skills from singing games. Grade 3 students exhibited how to successfully
work in an ensemble through singing, creative movement,
instrumental work and dance.
Grade 4 students showed the audience an understanding
of how African and Black musical traditions affected the
development of music worldwide, as well as the common
purpose served by all five genres of Black music; traditional
African music, body music, field hollers and work songs,
blues and jazz.
Grade 5 students illustrated how we use music to connect
to ourselves, history and the world. They also displayed how
various cultures use music for the same purposes; communication, comfort and celebration. We are extremely proud
of how our students performed for various family audiences
with commitment and courage!
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Performing Art: ES Celebration of Learning

“I learned that our voices together sound good.”
- Grade 4 Student

Performing Art: ES Celebration of Learning

“I learned that I can be brave, and not so shy”
- Grade 4 Student

“I loved the bamboo dancing in Grade 5, because
it's very intricate and a beautiful demonstration of
Thai culture.” - Grade 5 Student
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ISB Jazz Band & Jazz Night II
By: Tom Myers

On March 30th, 2021 the ISB HS Jazz Band held their second annual Jazz Night concert, featuring the Elementary
School Orff Ensemble, under the guidance of Ms. Angela
Wong and Ms. Kelly Mott. The jazz band opened the concert with a swing band favorite from the Glenn Miller era
“Pennsylvania 65000.” Daniel Namatinia, grade 12, then
displayed his trombone musicality with a solo feature on the
nostalgic tune “The Way We Were.” A highlight of the concert was the collaboration featuring our elementary music
students singing, using body percussion, and performing
on Orff instruments, and then joining in with the jazz band
on some call and response. The African-American game
song ‘Hambone’ arranged by Doug Goodkin, was the basis
for the musical collaboration. Several soloists were featured
on the classic tune “Stolen Moments” followed by an alto
sax feature on the ballad “Smoke Gets In Your Eyes” featuring senior Tan Monsereenusorn. Mr. Myers, the group’s director, provided an original song/arrangement for the senior
members of the band titled “Swingin’ With Seniors” which
was followed by a fun tango piece – “Downtown Tango.”
ISB Alum and Bangkok performing musician Paddy Davies

joined the group on guitar and played some excellent solos.
All students in the band reflected that Paddy was a great
addition to the band, adding style and character especially
to our last tunes in pop and funk style. Younger members
of the band were featured on the Jonas Brothers hit song
“Sucker,” and the concert was brought to a close with the
high energy funk tune by Kool and the Gang, “Jungle Boogie.” Tee Chindasook, grade 10, played an impressive solo
on the last song, displaying a very high degree of technical
and musical jazz skills.
Despite COVID restrictions, a wonderful audience was in
attendance and provided warm, enthusiastic applause
throughout the evening. We say goodbye to 8 very musically talented senior jazz musicians including Bryan Chen,
Natalie Zhu, Tan Monsereenusorn, Daniel Namatinia, Prang
Navawongs, Jai Thampakkul, Jane Kraprayoon and Jingmin Wang. Many thanks to all who support our aspiring jazz
musicians, and help keep this valuable art form a part of the
music program at ISB.

Bryan Chen
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Jai Thampakkul

Jane Kraprayoon

Daniel Namatinia
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Performing Art: HS Strings
When asked why representation matters, Aryana Raj, a 10th
grade musician stated that “It matters so that young children and adolescents can see themselves in the media and
realize that there are other people like them. Some people
are taught from a young age that they can’t do things because of their gender, race, class etc. And representation
shows them otherwise.”
Sasha Wertime, another ISB student, shared that “It's incredibly valuable to me to sing music from underrepresented communities. These are voices that are not amplified
enough within music that need to be given the credit and
recognition they deserve. I'm grateful that we are representing such a diverse range of artists and composers and I just
hope that we can do them justice.”

Underrepresented Composers in Music
A look into how the High School Music Program is
addressing equity, diversity and representation
By: Adrianna Gricius
This year has brought many social and global issues to the
surface and we have found ourselves navigating through
uncertain times. There are so many ambiguities and unknowns; on the daily, many of us are consumed by the
stress of how the world will move past a global pandemic,
we worry and wonder about political unrest around us, and
are anxious about racial tensions and injustice across the
globe. Fortunately, here at ISB, there are many members of
this community who feel passionately about these issues
and are striving to do their part to make changes to ensure
a safer world that has greater Diversity, Equity, Inclusion,
and Justice (DEIJ).
With all of these topics circulating and impacting our lives,
the directors of the High School Band, Choir and Orchestra
put their heads together to think of some ways they could
change what, and how, they were teaching, to better educate their students. The intention was to provide opportunities for students to engage in conversations regarding
representation, diversity, equity, and justice in music.
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As music teachers at ISB, we saw the need to address this
in our programs. Therefore, Lindsay Fuson (Choir Director),
Kentaro Udagawa (Band Director), and I (String Director)
decided to spend this semester studying the work of underrepresented composers. We wanted to provide our students with the chance to explore the works of composers
who have not received the same attention as others, and
examine how race and gender have impacted the musical
world. We also took a critical look at cultural appropriation
throughout musical genres. Our exploration into this topic
culminates in a collaborative concert (BOrCH Concert on
April 27th, 2021), in which we celebrate the works of underrepresented composers.
In orchestra, we studied the work of Emilie Mayer, a prolific
romantic era (1820-1900) composer from Germany. Pinn Pithayanukul, a grade 11 student, shares that “[Emilie Mayer]
was a successful female composer, which at that point of
time in music history, was not as common as male composers, who were much more prioritized. Although she has
written many songs in her lifetime, none are published on
IMSLP, which really shows the gender split in music historically.” The piece by Emilie Mayer is quite challenging
and has required the string orchestra members to apply advanced techniques to their playing.
Another piece the orchestra looked at was by the late
George Walker (1922-2018). George Walker is internationally renowned and the first African-American composer to
earn a Pulitzer Prize. “I think that the ‘first’ title is a sign of
both shame and a good step.

It is a shame that black people were never given the same
opportunities as others until recently. But also, the ‘first’ title
means a sign of change and that black people are starting to
get the recognition they deserved since long ago. However,
the 100th and the 1000th and the millionth black musician
to win the same award should be more ‘proud moments’.” Jee hwan Juhn, Grade 9. The piece that the string orchestra
has been working on is called Lyric for Strings and is an
exceptionally beautiful, lyrical and expressive piece.
“Race doesn't define how talented you are, as George
Walker has proven.” - Nattanicha Sethaseree, Grade 9
It has been a rewarding step in the direction towards greater
equity and accurate representation. We know that our work
in these areas must continue. It has been enriching to see
our students engage with this topic, and we wish to share
some of their thoughts with you:
“I think that it is very beneficial for my learning because it
exposes me to pieces and composers that I may not have
ever discovered otherwise. It also lets me understand more
music from various sources which provides me with a more
open mind which is not only applicable in music but in most
other elements of life as well.” - Kai Harter, Grade 10
“For me, singing these songs [from underrepresented communities] has helped me reflect on being an ally”
- Kate Hansberry, Grade 11
“It is important that we perform music from under-represented communities... We must appreciate and give the
same opportunity and representation to these communities”
- Leah Scranton, Grade 12
“[representation] changes the way that marginalised communities often look at themselves. Furthermore, this brings
multiple perspectives to the table, expanding our horizons
and we get to learn about so much more than one type of
music.” - Firuza Wadia, Grade 11
Our goal is to continue this work beyond just one unit/season. This concert is a good first step in giving a voice to historically underrepresented groups. However, our teachers
and students are beginning to understand that this will be
a ‘round the clock’ effort to work towards more equitable
stage time. We will continue to bring the ISB community
works of music from composers who deserve to be heard
and to make Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Justice a part of
who we are as musicians, teachers and learners.
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Panther Music

Panther Dance

Congratulations to our Grade 5 student Ginny
for receiving prizes from

With almost 200 dancers from Pre-K to
Grade 12 learning Tap, Street/Hip Hop, Jazz,
Contemporary, Ballet and Pointe the Panther
Dance Program has been very busy!

By: Angela Kohl

1. Third Place Winner (Young Musicians Category) of the American Protégé International
Piano & Strings Competition 2021.
2. Gold Prize of ICA International Piano Competition 2021, Southeast Asia Region. (Solo
Professional Young Artist Category)
3. Sixth Place Winner (Junior Category) of XII
Chopin International Piano Competition Hartford, CT .
She has also been invited to perform at the
Carnegie Hall in New York, USA, Season 2022
Recitals

By: Helen Weir

Our Dancers are preparing for the annual Performance, “Behind the Mask” that highlights
the skills learnt this year.
We have Performances on Friday 4th June
and Saturday 5th June. We wish to commend
the Dancers for their hard work throughout
the year, and “break a leg”. Class registration
for returning and new students opens in August. For Further Information please contact
pantherdance@isb.ac.th.
Photo: 2019

Tri Kids

Photo: 2019

Photo: 2019
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BBSA: Bangkok Baseball and Softball Association

BBSA: Bangkok Baseball and Softball Association

In November 2020, ISB hosted the Opening Day ceremony to kick off Bangkok Baseball Softball Association (BBSA)ʼs 70th
annual season.
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Playing Tennis

By: Mark Friedman, Czechia PTA Rep
How do you spell Karolina Pliskova? What about Jan
Kodes? For such a small nation, Czechia has had many
great tennis players. Here in the ISB/Nichada community
we may (not yet!) be world class tennis players like Karolina
and Jan. BUT we do have a very large number of tennis enthusiasts at all skill levels from beginning to expert.
Our players come from everywhere including Asia, Europe
and the US. One of the most beautiful things about our tennis community is that playing cancels all worries and politics - guaranteed. It’s tennis for community bonding, friendship and sport!

The “real world” may be riven with geopolitics, pandemics,
global warming and culture wars. So, it’s truly a breath of
fresh air to cast all concerns aside and just play, play, play!
Occasionally, tennis may get a bit heated - “red in tooth and
claw” (Tennyson)
It is hot ร้ อน in Thailand ha ha! But 100% it’s lively, high
spirited and fair matches aka good, clean fun. A few times a
year we host tournaments for adults. There are quite a few
courts and resources in the area, including at ISB, Nichada
and nearby tennis clubs. In order to help you get in the
swing, please join our Line Tennis Gang and we will look
forward to welcoming you very soon on the courts!

Link for LINE group
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Jack Wagner, Grade 2
By: Lora Wagner

For many ISB families, COVID-19 provided the benefit
of “undictated time” – time to actually consider what we
WANT to do, and not just “What needs to be done today?”
When school and sports were paused due to COVID, Jack
started volunteering with special-needs children. Last year,
Jack’s ISB Grade 2 field trip to the Rainbow House sparked
his interest in sharing time with children. And through his
church’s relationship with Angels’ Home, Jack found a
niche… and two new best friends.
While at the Angels’ Home, Jack helps with a variety of activities that stimulate children’s minds and strengthen their
bodies. He plays games/puzzles, pushes wheechairs on
walks, helps during exercises, brings water, and sometimes
helps teach English to a child who attends Thai school.
“I’m thankful that I’m healthy. And even though I can’t talk to
them in Thai, I can show my friends I want to be with them.
Mostly, I just smile like crazy, and we laugh,” says Jack.
No doubt, COVID hindered activities we used to enjoy
regularly. But Jack’s experience is one of many examples
where a pause in life created fun, learning, and a broader
scope of community.
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Tomoko Ikuta, Grade 8
COVID-19 made 2020 a rough year and 2021 has been no
better. Despite the many protocols to keep us safe, such as
physical distancing, I was still able to stay connected with
my friends and our community.
During the February break, there was a virtual ServICE
Conference, a get together for students from many different international schools in Thailand to inspire, connect,
and empower each other. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, we couldn’t meet in person, but the teachers and
student organizers of Bangkok Prep still managed to make
it happen.
Although this year’s conference was held online via Zoom,
the main session and breakout rooms were similar to the
usual format.

Pantry of Sharing
By: Areeya A.

In December 2020, ISB 7th Graders, Ada Tieanworn,
Aoey Punwatanawit, Tony Limthongthang and Titan
Jaruwannakorn, set up the Pantry of Sharing, known in Thai
as “Too Pan Sook”, at Prasert Islam School nearby.
Teacher Tommy, their Thai language teacher, set up teams
in Thai class and instructed each team to make plans to
help the community around ISB.
They collected instant noodles, milk, toys and food from
kind donors at ISB. Then, they brought all those donations
to the Too Pan Sook so that people who are less fortunate
could get them.

I attended the online conference and enjoyed it a lot.
COVID-19 didn’t stop us from sharing our ideas and learning from others. I gave a keynote speech about social
media. I was also inspired and empowered by those students and guest speakers to make a positive change in the
world. I made new friends too.
I hope that conferences in future years won’t have to stay
virtual and let’s just hope that COVID-19 will be gone before
next year’s conference.
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The Varsity Team Mums
It's been a different Varsity season this year, with hardly
any swim meets and IASAS cancelled. But the swim team
still trained as hard as ever and the parents made them
breakfast after morning workouts and organized a surprise
Christmas party.
They have a real team spirit, meeting for dinners and
getting together when social distancing allowed.

The swimmers are good ambassadors for their sport,
helping the little ones at the in-house swim meets.
For the Seniors, we wish you good luck with your next
chapter. For the rest, see you on deck next year!
Thank you to all the coaches and parents!

We love to watch you swim
- Coach Day
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Panther Pride

By: Kelly Mott, Booster Club President
As we approach the end of another school year, I am
amazed how fast this year has gone. Jawahalal Nehru, the
first Prime Minister of India said, “Time is not measured by
the passing of years but by what one does, what one feels,
and what one achieves.” This quote embodies the spirit of
the many parent volunteers and ISB staff that make up the
Booster Club.
What does Booster Club “do?” Our bright gold Booster
Hut is the most visible symbol of what we do, however,
behind the scenes is where most of the action takes place.
From personalized Bangkok Athletic shirts, to cast parties, to a last-minute pizza order during a Robotics event,
Booster club financially supports student clubs, the arts,
and athletics with the sole purpose to build a sense of
school spirit or “Panther Pride.”
This year we expanded our financial support to the Elementary School with the addition of “Participation” patches for
all U11 athletes. We also gave IASAS Travel Bags to all
eligible Varsity Athletes and Cultural Convention teams –
even though no one traveled abroad to compete due to
the pandemic.
Much of what we do is more than financially support these
amazing student activities. We greet and provide hospitality
to visiting artists, organize treats for late rehearsals, help student-led clubs with the production of shirts or the sales of
their goods, organize team parents, and the list goes on and
on. We continue to look for new ways to expand our financial
and behind the scenes support throughout the school.
How we “feel” can also simply be described as “Panther
Pride.” Booster Club is an organization of dedicated moms
and dads who volunteer their time to enrich the spirit of the
ISB community. Whether you’re a Booster Board member,
spend a couple hours working in the Booster Hut, or bake
Panther Pops, our motto is (and yes, it is cliché) “teamwork
makes the dream work.” We appreciate all our volunteers’
time and effort. There is an undeniable collegial spirit in everything we do. Booster Club is a great place to either “dip
your toe into” or “dive into” serving the amazing array of
student activities at ISB.
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And finally, for what we “achieve.” Our achievements come
from the Booster Club’s foundational mission of celebrating
the successes of our amazing and talented ISB students.
Whether it be hosting a banquet at the end of a sports
season, to monitoring performance and debate spaces,
Booster Club volunteers are there cheering!!
One of the highlights for our organization is the Spirit of
ISB award. This honor is awarded to individuals who have
demonstrated outstanding school spirit, courage, character,
or service to others. As we receive so many nominations,
it never ceases to inspire and impress how our students
achieve. There it is again… “Panther Pride!”
Before we look forward to new beginnings and a new
school year, let me take a moment to sincerely thank the
following who are moving on to new adventures. It has been
my honor and privilege to work closely with each one of
these individuals. Their continued support and service to
the Booster Club and the ISB community is admired and
appreciated.

Booster Club Vice President

Wayne Skaggs
Secretary

Jona Sta Romana
Spirit Coordinator

Stacey Smith

Booster Hut and Marketplace Coordinator

Heather Clary

Marketplace Coordinator

Ynna Millana

Varsity Athletics Coordinator

Torill Olufsen

Arts & Activities Coordinators

Susan Budahl, Sarah Homan, Bettina Bremsteller
Banquets Coordinator

Jingbo Du

Pancake Breakfast Coordinator

Cassie Waters

2nd Chance Bangkok Committee

Kelly Kabat

Club Shirts Committee

Rosalin Nitidandhaprabhas

Now, it is my pleasure to announce your 2021-2022 Booster
Club Board:

President*

Kelly Mott
Treasurer*

Annellie Ostmark-Rauker
Booster Hut Coordinators

Angie Darricau and Bettina Bremsteller
Friday Market Place Coordinators

Bettina Bremsteller and Hiromi Coniglio
Purchasing Coordinators*

Non Itiravivong and Mai Kornkamon
Varsity Athletics Coordinator*

Carolina Bulow

Junior Varsity Athletics Liaison*

Sherry Heinecke

Arts & Activities Coordinator

Katie Edsall and Sonia Kandathil
MS Liaison*

Selma Benmoussa
ES Liaison*

Takky McGary

Banquets Coordinators*

Selma Benmoussa and Mai Kornkamon
Recognitions Coordinators*

Napisa Pant and Somsak Sethaseree

Pancake Breakfast and Panther Pops Coordinator*

Jamie Hawk

(*represents returning board members)

Watching ISB students compete and perform whether Athletics, Arts or Activities has made my time as a volunteer
so enjoyable. This year has brought more challenges to
organize the events and tournaments but despite that, our
students have had the opportunity to perform and compete
and have done so at an amazing level. Thank you to my
Booster Club colleagues for all you do and for allowing me
to be a part of Booster Club’s support of our ISB students.
It has been a true pleasure to be a part of the Booster Club
these past two years. – Wayne Skaggs

Being a part of the Booster Club has been a highlight my
last two years here. From shopping for Marketplace and
anticipating the kids' excitement on Fridays to making sure
the Booster Hut was up and running with products students
and parents wanted as this years' Coordinator, I've enjoyed
every minute. I think the best part has been being a part of a
fantastic team. I have had a great time working with friends
and making new ones, all with the same goal in mind. I am
grateful to have had the opportunity to support our community. Go Panthers! – Heather Clary
The performing arts and clubs like chess, debate and forensic have been a life-long passion for us personally as well as
members of our own families. ISB’s Booster Club is “one of
a kind” in the support of these activities. It has been a thrill
and privilege for us to watch and cheer on our ISB students
as they create, debate, and compete in activities such as
MUN, Cultural Convention and Robotics. – Susan Budahl,
Sarah Homan, & Bettina Bremsteller
If you are interested in joining the Booster Board or helping
out at the Booster Hut, please email isbbooster@isb.ac.th
for more information.
ISB Booster Club would like to …
Congratulate the Class of 2021 Seniors. YOU DID IT!!
Wish the ISB families who are moving on to new places, the
best of luck as you transition to a new adventure near or far.
Wish the faculty, staff and the greater ISB community a
wonderful and rejuvenating holiday.
ONCE A PANTHER, ALWAYS A PANTHER
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PTA: Welcome Wai

PTA: Hospitality

The PTA Welcome Wai is committed to welcoming new families to ISB with events that bring our community together.
This year was challenging given COVID-19 restrictions, but
we still held the usual two Welcome Back coffees and a
small gathering at Sweet Poppy Restaurant. We appreciate
the support of our community representatives and the staff
at ISB.
Thank you all.
Welcome Wai Coordinators
Mayuko Mibu & Yukiko Oguchi

We have the delightful job of supporting
ISB Staff. Staff Appreciation Cookie Day
and Lunch, Woot Woot Wagon to help boost
staff morale, token gifts for new, departing,
sick or bereaved staff. A big thank you to
ISB parents who always donate very generously towards Staff Appreciation Cookie Day
and Lunch.
Hospitality Coordinators
Unchun Vivithkunaporn (Hling) &
Supalak Chairoj (Tem)
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IFF Sponsors

PTA: International Family Fair
When our biggest annual PTA fundraising event, the IFF
(International Family Fair), was affected by the coronavirus
pandemic, we stepped outside the box to make sure it was
still a success!
The traditional 3,000 guest event was no longer an option,
so we introduced a month long raffle with weekly Friday
Lucky Draws and an additional surprise Wednesday Lucky
Draw of a One Baht Gold Bar!
Our wonderful community representatives and IFF Team became extraordinary ticket sellers and brought in an amazing
income for this fundraising event. The lucky winners walked
away with great prizes of iPhones, One Baht Gold Bars, a
treadmill, electronic gadgets and many more!
Funds from this yearly event are used for the various PTA
events held throughout the year. This year, the PTA Raffle
generated a total of 237,710 baht thanks to the generosity
of our lovely community.
The IFF team would like to thank our community for this
great success and hopefully we can hold IFF next year with
the usual scrumptious food and fun filled games that were
immensely missed this year!
IFF Coordinator
Somsak Sethaseree

Income

In

Out

Cash Donors

110,000.00

Raffle Sales Income

237,710.00

Total Income

347,710.00

Expenses
67,853.00*

Other Expenses
Raffle Prizes Purchased

129,608.75

Total Expenses

197,461.75

Profit

150,248.15*

* Estimated as of April 30th, 2021. All numbers in Thai Baht
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PTA: Treasurer

PTA: Lost and Found

PTA: Popcorn

PTA: High School

Mid-Year Graduation 2020-2021

The PTA Team strived to make the most out of this challenging school year. The generous support of our community
and the dedication of our invaluable volunteers allowed us
to hold several small events throughout the year.
As expected, we did not have a surplus this year, but we
have managed to fund all necessary events while still maintaining a good balance in our accounts.
Our Opening Balance was 4,804,096.62 Baht and the Closing Balance as at April 30th, 2021 is at 4,794,043.15 Baht.
It has been an amazing year with amazing people!
PTA Treasurer
Clare Chen

This year the PTA offered a personalised QR code labelling
system and colour coded name and grade level stickers.
It was particularly helpful given that parents found it harder
to come to school to check the Lost and Found due to the
COVID-19 restrictions.
The Lost and Found team goes to great lengths to match
tems to their owners. We appreciate the support you
showed for this new initiative.
Thank you to all of our Lost and Found volunteers!
Lost & Found Coordinator
Mila Durao

Vivid memories of watching the children wait excitedly in
line to buy a bag of popcorn made me volunteer as a Popcorn coordinator.
Like everything else this year, the Popcorn team have had
to adapt to the COVID restrictions. Plans to introduce new
popcorn flavors and monthly specials had to be put on hold.
With the help and support of ISB staff, we were able to improvise by having the teachers make pre-orders and then collect
the packed popcorn back to the classroom.
Also, thank you to the volunteers who gave their time to
help with the popcorn and my partner Celine, who made the
popcorn team even stronger with her arrival.
We missed the buzz from the excitement of little ones waiting in line for popcorn on Friday and look forward to returning to “normal” next school year.
Popcorn Coordinators
Diane Zhao & Celine Watewai

This is my first year with PTA as high school coordinator and
the main role is as the bridge between parents in need and
the school. A year of experience in this position allowed me
to understand how parent-school communication is managed in ISB and enjoy my part.
The school organizes various information sessions that target different groups of parents. There are also PTA meetings
and Principal Forums for the school admin team to hear the
voices, concerns and recommendations of parents.
I have to say ISB high school does a fabulous job of communications. The friendliness and willingness of school staff
to communicate with parents and their professionalism and
commitment have made my experience very enjoyable too.
It has also been great to work with our high school parents
and other parents’ groups on campus.
I would like to thank the Booster Club who always helped
whenever I asked, the principal forum and 2021 parent
graduation committees who provided me with wonderful
opportunities to work with them.
I’m also grateful to my PTA colleagues for the invaluable
support they’ve given to me.
I’m happy to stay on as the PTA HS coordinator for the following school year of 2021-2022 and please reach me via
pta-hs@isb.ac.th if you need any support.
Thank you.
High School Coordinator
Xiao He
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PTA: Armenian Coummunity

PTA : Chinese Community

Photo: Fernando Lavin, Unsplash

When I was asked to write about the Armenian community,
I had a hard time finding the right words.
Should I talk about Armenian culture in general? Should I
talk about their businesses? Should I talk about our food or
cultural events?
The Armenian community in Thailand is estimated at about
150 people - involved in businesses from jewelry and IT, to
restaurants, hospitality, and multinational corporations.

The soul of the Armenian culture revolves around ideas of
love and caring for each other and our motherland, living
with hope and resilience to look forward with courage and
determination. That showed in the response to the epidemic
and to conflict back home.
I would say that most Armenians hold fast to these traits
despite the fact - or maybe because of the fact - that the
Armenian diaspora outnumbers the number of Armenians
at home.
Armenian Community Rep.
Sona Madian Agopian

Our Chinese community got together to hold events despite
the challenges faced by all of us as a result of the pandemic.
Safety was a priority for all of us of course, but that did not
stop them organising some outstanding activities for the
school as a whole, where they are happy to play such an
important role.

Highlighting the talents of the Chinese community at ISB
they hosted an Art exhibition with pictures arrayed on the
perimeter of the campus for the Lunar New Year, the Year
of the Ox.
They also handed out 800 cups of delicious homemade
boba tea to staff and students.
Chinese Community Reps.
Hang (Helen) Qu and Jing Cheng

Photo: Pre COVID-19
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PTA: Japanese Parents Community

PTA: Malaysian and Singaporean Community

Photo: Pre COVID-19

Sōran Bushi is one of the famous traditional song and dance in Japan

A New Challenge
This year the Japanese Parents Community took on a new
challenge despite the pandemic. We organized a fundraiser,
Japanese Marketplace to host En Nichi, an event that showcased modern Japanese culture and our heritage.
With Ms. Nakamachi and Mr. Udagawa's support we were
able to collaborate with the High School Japanese students
and the High School Pep Band Club. We are so thankful for
all the support we received from the ISB Staff and ISB PTA.
We hope to continue this event in the future.
Japanese Parents Community Reps.
Miho Yamaguchi and Naoko Matsuhashi

Home Away From Home
They say you can take a girl out of the kampong but you
can’t take the kampong out of the girl. Kampong, or village in the Malay language, embodies what it means to be
home. Whilst many of us have not been back to our home
countries for over a year, the kampong spirit is strong and
growing within our community.
As an expatriate, keeping our cultural identity, festivals &
traditions alive requires special effort. Thankfully, we have
a group of dedicated & easy-going kakaks (sisters) to share
this journey with. Whilst technology has helped us to keep
in touch with family back home, celebrations are not the
same without the sharing of food and lively banter.
Looking back at the year past, we have shared every major
festival on our calendar together, from Hari Raya, Diwali to
the Lunar New Year. Milestone birthdays and trips across
the country add to the rolodex of shared memories.

Photo: Pre COVID-19

There’s a Chinese saying, “远亲不如近邻” which roughly
translates to “a nearby neighbor is better than a faraway
cousin”, wisdom for times like these. However, challenging times bring out the can-do spirit in us, or as we say it,
“boleh’, and for now, it’s Bangkok boleh!
Malaysian & Singaporean Reps.
Abby Aziz and Rosaleenda Sampermans

Photo: Pre COVID-19
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PTA: Turkish Community

PTA: Vice President

KJ aka Santa Claus - keeps our community reps busy. They sure had fun at their
monthly catch ups.
The kids absolutely loved her holiday season specials - santa lollies - in December.

Photo: Emre, Unsplash

We were six Turkish families in Nichada Thani when the pandemic started and none of us imagined how long it would
affect our lives. One of our friends went back to Turkey to
see her family for one month. Twelve months later, she is still
working remotely.

KJ who ALWAYS has great ideas, took on
the tough job of trying to fundraise using
small events in the middle of a COVID
pandemic! She helped the PTA raise over
20,000 THB.

With the lockdown, we adapted our coffee meetings to
video calls. Luckily after a few weeks, we could get together
again in person with social distancing.
A big challenge during the pandemic has been not being
able to travel to see our relatives abroad. Then there was
dealing with home life: both kids at online school and home
working spouses.
When social distancing rules were relaxed we started to
meet for dinner with a limited number of families. The same
topics always came up: Which room is best for the home
office? What else can we cook? What more can we order
from Lazada?
That led us to try new kinds of food - and to putting on weight.
The next chapter was sports and diets to lose weight!
The pandemic also brought us new hobbies: playing piano,
hair colouring and cutting.
We said farewell to one of our community members who
moved to Greece and proudly sent one of our young adults
to university.
We are so lucky to be in Nichada Thani. We are a big family; caring for each other, shopping, cooking, eating, drinking, sharing and enjoying things all together. And, of course
looking forward to the return of normality so we can see our
loved ones at home.
Turkish Community Rep.
Ferda Seyhan
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PTA: President
But there really does seem to be light at the end of the tunnel now with vaccines on the way. Hopefully we can now
look forward to a full and bustling school year, to being with
family and friends in person - rather than on screens - and
to travelling again. I know how much I miss that!
Despite the difficulties, it has still been a year of growth and development at the PTA. It has been wonderful to see many more
people from a wider group of countries joining the PTA and
giving their time and energy to support the ISB community.
As someone once said, volunteers do not necessarily have
the time; they just have the heart. A big thank you to all
the parent volunteers, community representatives and executive board members. The success of our big and small
events (ES Intercultural Week, Staff Appreciation Events,
PTA Raffle etc) came down to your willingness to help out.
The children truly appreciate your efforts.
Adaptability, Flexibility and Resilience: Those are all qualities that we have needed to show at ISB over the past year
and our whole community has risen to the challenge.
I know we all hoped that this year would be more normal
than last year and that it hasn’t quite been the case. At
times, we may have felt lonely, sad - perhaps even despair.
Many of us have lost loved ones. It has also meant another
year without some of the PTA events and activities that usually bring such joy to the school year.

I am confident in saying our ISB staff are like no others.
They always go above and beyond the call of duty. Deepest
thank you from the bottom of my heart for all that you have
done for our children and the support you give us parents.
Have a lovely summer everyone and stay safe.
PTA President
Dunke Tostevin
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