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Project Ideas
Hot Tip: This list of ideas is updated periodically. When you look on the main page for the Earth Award, the filename will reflect how many ideas are on the list. So when the filename changes from “40 Ideas” to “45 Ideas” you know five new ideas have been added. 

Scroll to the END of the list for NEW ideas!

Individual

1. Improve your eco-habits: bring your own shopping bag, walk or bike to school, and look for ways to waste less. Get your parents and friends to make similar changes.

Family

2. Measure your family’s carbon footprint including electrical usage and travel (including flights). Make a plan how you can reduce that footprint.

Class

3. Take a tour around the classroom. What can be improved? Look for getting rid of pollutants, reducing energy waste, recycling recyclables, finding good use for trash.

School

4. Come up with an incentive scheme or knowledge campaign for teachers and students to keep doors closed rather than letting cool air escape.

Company or Organization

5. Convince a store to charge customers for plastic bags while selling re-usable bags at cost.

Community


6. Reclaim polluted land by cleaning up rubbish, sending recyclables for recycling, and educating the polluters on better behavior.

Country

7. Meet with decision-makers and tell them why you support environmental protection and what steps they can take for sustainable development. Applaud them for positive actions.

International

8. Write world leaders. Tell them you care about the environment and tell them what you want them to do differently or why you applaud their efforts.

More Ideas

9. Get your family to replace incandescent light bulbs with long life ones.
10. Convince ISB’s administration to provide ceramic or plastic plates, cups, and utensils for each elementary classroom so in-class parties never result in wasted disposables.
11. Measure and publicize ISB’s carbon footprint, plan ways to reduce it, and implement a means of reducing some aspect of ISB’s carbon emissions.

12. Find out what happens when the students go home and the evening begins. What energy is wasted? Measure it, get it changed, and measure the cost and carbon savings.

13. Convince Starbuck’s Thailand to encourage and reward staff for asking customers if they want ceramic cups rather than tending to give take-away cups. Applaud the company for giving customers a 5 Baht discount when they bring their own cups.
14. Measure and reduce a company’s carbon footprint. Hint: look for air travel, lighting, shipping, and appliance efficiency.

15. Write to a hotel that uses plastic bottles and convince them to offer water in pitchers for rooms and conferences.

16. Convince Nichada Thani to set high building standards for energy efficiency in new home construction.

17. Initiate and implement a no-idle zone throughout Nichada Thani.

18. Write to newspapers about why we need to protect the environment.

19. Producing a brochure that will help students on campus learn of all the scholarships that are available for environmental projects. 

20. Getting company support for a TV station, newspaper, or magazine to feature green efforts regularly.

21. Finding attractive useful products out of waste such as empty plastic milk containers.

22. Developing usable fuel from plant litter (leaves).

23. Instituting an enforced policy at ISB that doors of air-conditioned rooms are closed.

24. A good project source for elementary kids is at http://www.nrdc.org/greensquad/intro/intro_4.asp. It can help in the classroom or for thinking about the home.

Ideas from Other Students
25. An expert bird watcher, Gabriella a 16-year-old from Puerto Rico, studies both birds and the environments in which they live. To educate students and the general public, she produced a 60-page booklet that identified local bird species, and developed a slide show and computerized puzzle game for elementary schools. She also speaks to groups, and is helping to protect the diverse eco-systems of Puerto Rico from redevelopment.

***
26. Anagha, a 10-year-old, lives in an area of India where there is severe drought for much of the year. After researching various solutions, she created a successful system for collecting rainwater that helps the local farmers during the annual dry spell.
***
27. Matt, a 14-year-old from Illinois started an environmental group for teens called WOLVES, which is affiliated with Lake Forest Open Lands. Thanks to his leadership the group is helping to preserve and restore over 750 acres of beautiful land near his home.

***
28. Chanelle, a 13-year-old, organized a clean-up program in her community of Hartford, Connecticut. With the help of the mayor, other city officials, the media, and friends and school mates, she worked to clean up her neighborhood. She organized a program that was so successful that it is now expanding to other schools.

***
29. Michael (16, Florida) formed his own nonprofit organization called PPAW (People for the Protection of Animal Welfare) as well as spear-heading his own high school club. His goal is to protect the environment and animals. As an activist, he participates in letter writing, public protests, and beach clean-ups, and has been in the news several times

***
30. Jamie (16, Florida) is interested in frogs and heard that many are deformed and so she undertook some research to study the different types of deformity, which she documented. However, like many scientists worldwide, she is puzzled about the reason for the deformities and is worried that frogs may become extinct.

***
31. Kara (14, Puerto Rico) gave talks in her school and to the 4-H club and submitted a resolution to the senate, which became law, about the need to conserve lands for the national animal of Puerto Rico, the Oqui, which is disappearing due to habitat destruction.

***
32. After finding a sick and lost rooster and restoring it to good health, Leonel (8, Puerto Rico) took it to his class to talk about caring for animals. He also took it to organizations and parades to teach others to care for and protect domestic animals.

***
33. Anthony (14, Pennsylvania) created a simple biogas digester to produce and collect gas from manure to demonstrate to local landfill managers and farmers that such a gas could be used to create electricity, as well as fuel for cooking, heating homes, and much more. He believes the large scale reclamation of potentially useful fuels needs to receive much more attention.

***
34. For the last 8 months, Heather (12, Nevada) has walked around her block re-sorting the trash and educating her neighbors. People give her some "funny looks," but when they understand, they say "Thanks – that's a good idea." She is now expanding her recycling outreach to more neighborhood blocks.

***
35. 5th Grade Class, Crellin Elementary, Oakland, Maryland

Students at Crellin Elementary School participated in developing the Environmental Education Lab (EEL), an outdoor classroom. They have taken part in cleanup of the stream, planted native trees and shrubs, constructed a native butterfly garden, assembled and erected bat boxes and birdhouses, and provided content for a history-themed recreation area. Fifth-grade students have collected baseline data on newly planted native trees using grade-appropriate math and measurement skills. These data, to be collected annually, help monitor the progress of the restoration project. Throughout the project, the students documented their experiences in journals and developed presentations about their projects.

Through an integrated environmental education approach, the students are gaining first-hand experience and knowledge about ecological principles such as watersheds, acid mine drainage (AMD), historical uses of natural resources, biological and chemical stream monitoring, riparian buffers, and wetlands. The students are developing a sense of responsibility and stewardship for the watersheds in their home state because Crellin Elementary School has adopted “green” practices, such as water conservation, recycling, and reducing waste

***
36. Tayler, a 12-year-old Boy Scout from Illinois, became a virtual one-person environmental movement 2 years ago when he started an aluminum recycling program in his community. More than 16,000 pounds of aluminum later, his efforts have raised more than $9,000 for local charities while sweeping area highways clean of discarded cans and area garages clear of junk aluminum. When only 10 years old, he collected 500 pounds of scrap aluminum along highways and donated the proceeds to Habitat for Humanity. 

***
37. Jami from Nebraska created a project to teach water protection called H2Owood Squares. In the fall of 2003, industrial solvents were found in the wells of local residences. The solvents were so toxic that the vapors made even doing laundry and flushing toilets were hazardous to people’s health. Jamie wanted to keep this kind of contamination from happening again, so she started the H2Owood Squares project to teach safe water practices. This educational game was presented to youth and adults from more than 150 communities. Jamie recruited 34 volunteers from 9 high schools to present this program to several hundred 4th and 5th graders, as well as parents and teachers across the state. 

***
38. Fruitful Results Using Oranges in Marsh Studies – Georgia, US - In response to beach swimming advisories in their nearby coastal areas, the 4-H Club worked with the Department of Natural Resources locate the source of the dangerous bacteria by creating a study to track marsh water flow. The club members marked and dropped oranges in two marsh tidal creeks during an ebbing high tide. Over several tide cycles they kayaked marsh creeks and combed island beaches, collecting oranges that had washed ashore and recording their locations. They duplicated this experiment several times over a period of a few months, encouraging community participation to report found oranges. Their research  helped authorities identify a surprising major source of bacteria: dog waste. The club posted flyers and designed pet clean up bag dispensers to encourage the beach-goers to dispose of their dog’s waste instead of leaving it on the beach. By making people aware of the magnitude of this problem, the club hopes to improve the bacteria level in the water.

***
New Ideas

39. Have a bike wash to raise money to buy tree seedlings. Plant them. Care for them.

40. As a class, agree to have waste-free snacks and lunches. Bring food and drinks in containers that you re-use so there is nothing to throw away but eco-waste like apple cores.
41. Discuss as a family what you can do to waste less. Agree what actions you are all going to take then measure weekly how you are doing and how much money you are saving.
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