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| SB6s 60th Anniver sdd¥® ~CrH1-20Wr ati on 1951

Dr. Gerritz asked a group of us to think back to what year it was when we were ten years old. Now
to the year sixty years before that! Think about our students agdd®5that was a long time ago for

t hem. | SB has quite a history, and we are a
i;‘rsources such as OA Thai Tapestryo6 which is a
Dauenhauer for | SB6s 50th Anniversary, ten y

bring you forward to the 201412 Academic Year.
Rufie Harr and Kim de Keijzer, 60th Anniversary Coordinators

e

Beginnings: 1950-1951 A - ‘ - Eagling, wife of the church rector, taught children up to ten

Moments in history when foundations are laid can shape

generations for years to come. So it was on October 27, 195
when a courageous group of parents joined together to lay oyt
the plans for a school that would serve a growing internation
fabric of expatriate students, whose lives wove and meshed
within the unique setting of Bangkok, Thailand. They called i

l edgling school d&ds curricul

group of parents, under the direction of Mrs. W.T. Turner,
%de plans for opening a school that would accommodate

years of age. When they were ready for secondary educatign
Q:e students were sent abroad to continue their studies. This
[

go

|1
Me
ear

e facilities available in the parsonage. On October 27, 1950, a

school The International Chabquir@ gudedts. Cent er; now know as

International School Bangkok. But this project would becomd hus, on May 14, 1951, the
more than bricks and mortar, more than a school. This (ICC) opened with an enrollment of 50 students from the firs
decision would be the beginning of the passion and mystiqué®the fourth grade, with additional grades to be added each
ISB. This school would represent timeless quality, and the Year thereafter. The parents decided to use the Calvert

power to withstand immense changes; a school that could System, a correspondence course for elementary schools based

never afford to stand still. For over 60 years, ISB has been dn Baltimore, Maryland. All the teachers at ICC were volunteer

mothers who received a small stipend for teaching. The whg

place where friendships were made and never forgotten. . . -
£Eiterprise was cooperative by natureone of the most

Prior to 1951, a small English language school was operate

the rectory of Christ Church on Convent Road. Mrs. Ruby €nduring qualities that shaped the futuwfess.

le
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' formed. The Association was comprised
of parents whose children attended ICC|
They elected a twelve member Board of
Directors to guide the
administration and formulated school
policies. In order to insure the
international characteristics of the schog
it was mandated that at least two
members of the school board must be of
a nationality other than American. The
Thai government recognized the
International School Association and gave

r

=i

- - -'- =y - official permissicn for the operation and

y N2 { U dzR oV mairnenance of an internaconal schiool for
I nternati onal Chi | d.%. gavainsnenCpeopertyewas temporary foreign students in Thailand.
1951-1957 unauthorized and illegal. Moreover, U.SThat same year, 1957, ICC changed its

The site chosen for the new school was government property was beingusednoname t o ol nternatijonal
an old wooden building on United StatesOnly by norofficial children, but also by and graduated six senietsSBG6s f i r st

Embassy grounds on Rajadamri Road. No-American children. The school was graduating class.
The building was formerly the Japanese 0rdered off the premises immediately, By july of 1958, the unhappy period was
Of ficerds Club, dulepavipgdCCivyingrabje toghe fwllfgicg eliraming taafclose. ISB had a better
Thailand ten years prior. This fact aloneThai regulations. relationship with the U.S. and Thai
casts its spell over the students as well d& 1955, with the help of George Wilson,governments. A new superintendent,
the gracious old buildings on the Embass$lye Deputy Chief of Mission for the U. S.Wayne Nesbitt, was hired. He was
grounds. The school was a spacious higémbassy, ICC was allowed to operate asnaolved in reforming the Taipei American
ceilinged, frame building, with large shadegally registered Thai school. The schoBkhool and was expected to do the same
trees and many terraces and verandahs.hired a Thai headmaster and it compliedfor ISB. He played an integral role in

By 1955, the ICC enroliment had grown with the various bureaucratic restoring the community spirit during hig

to about 300, and had expanded to elevégguirements set by the Ministry of six-year term.

grades. The Calvert materials were Education. The U.S. government Despite the school|6s
inadequate for the increasing number of @mended its decision and gave the schoRlya| recognition, students attended

students. Parents found themselves in th&0 and a half years to find a new classes for nearly a decade in barely

crucial role of making curricular decisiondocation, and to find money to design angyjequate woodramed buildings, now

of purchasing additional books to better build a new school. aged and decaying swiftly in the tropica

suit an American course of study. The | CCds gr owt h and edihater Thallbrarg anfl Halftlbeu | t i| e s
children and parents also wanted better created tension in the happy community classrooms were transformed into wading
recreational facilities, music and art spirit that was thpodlosuindlantiimgp BdndgICCIOG:
classes, a | i br ar ycharacterd Thase whe had &\ésiorbo§ Jclwal asgeeblies, ceremonial events and

The administrative details of this growingorming a truly international school felt athletic competitions had stretched the
school were becoming too much to that ICC was becoming too much of an grounds it its limits. Change, again was|in
handle. The parents decided that it was American institution. And, with the the air.

time to import an American headmaster. N€cessity of hiring full time teaching
The growth of ICC brought also to light, Professionals and of
some Thai regulatory complications. By financing new school
Thai law, only schools teaching in Thai  construction, tuition
language could be authorized to operateCOSts began to rise. The
in the kingdom. When the ICC first U.S. government
opened, it involved only a few nefhai ~ Subsidized part of the
children who attended a school on U.S. tuition costs for the
government property. By the time the ~ children of its employees
school reached over 300 pupils, it was However, for many of
too big for the Thai government to the other students, the ¢
ignore. About the same time that the ~ COSt of attending ICC hafiig
Thai government began to investigate thbecome expensive.
situation, the U.S. Embassy General ~ On August 26, 1957, thej
Accounting Office in Washington D.C. International School
maintained that the operation of ICC on Association (ISA) was

tF mm
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Saturday, February 25, 2012...
Thc ISB FTA hosts its Annua| ]ntcrnational Food [air (”:F) which is the

singlc |argcst fu nd-raising endeavor of the year. The Procccds from this event

go dircctly back to our students, who will benefit from the various programs,

which the FTA continua”y supports.

Thc |Ff: features a varicty of events throughout the aFtcrnoon, which include:
international cuisine, silent auction, raFﬂc, opportunitics to shop, a country
Paraclc, Pcrformanccs aswellasa varicty ofga mes.

Come along, bring your Familg and friends. 5Pcnd your afternoon at the
|nternational Food [Fair eating, Plagingand havinglcu n.

Don’t miss tlwisgrcat oFPortunitg to share the

cuisine and culture from yourco untries.
S4—lc 1 0 s sl
- The ISB PTA
INTERNATIONAL FOOD FAIR

Saturday, February 25t
4:00pm - 7:00pm - ISB Rajendra Hall

Shopping
Country Parade
Silent Auction

Cv,ontact- C;arla 7 eitune — carlazeitune@hotmail.com ~-085449 5666

tF ®ma
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