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International School Bangkok

High School EAL Foundations 8 and Foundations 9 Program
The High School EAL Foundations Program is designed for students to study the regular ISB curriculum while learning academic English. The program enrolls academically able students with limited English language proficiency. 

Eligible Foundations 8 students must have a record of above average achievement and have completed at least one semester of Grade 8. The program begins in January each year and ends in August encompassing 2 sessions of Summer School.  Foundations 8 students, who successfully complete the program and meet Grade 9 EAL proficiency standards, will enter ISB’s Grade 9 the following August.   

Eligible Foundations 9 students must have a record of above average achievement and have completed Grade 8 or part of Grade 9. The program begins in June or August each year and encompasses 2 sessions of Summer School.  Students who successfully complete this program EAL proficiency standards, will enter ISB’s Grade 10 the following August 
Students will learn English through the regular content curricula of English, World Civilizations, Chemistry and Physics. In order to allow students to become familiar with mainstream classes and receive authentic learning experiences, students will also take Math, Physical Education, and an elective.  
Advantages of ISB’s Foundations Program

· ISB’s English as an Additional Language Department boasts teachers who are among the most experienced and knowledgeable in their field. ISB’s Sheltered Immersion Model of language instruction is a program that a number of quality schools have emulated.

· Teachers who understand ISB high school requirements will prepare EAL students, so these students experience a smoother transition to the mainstream program.
· Students will receive direct English language instruction and also experience mainstream classes, providing a more inclusive and authentic learning environment.

· Students will learn the content and language specific to each Grade 9 subject, which will provide a solid foundation in the content areas to ensure a smooth transition to Grade 10.

· Students will become familiar with many aspects of ISB, facilitating the transition into the mainstream program in August. 

· ISB student mentors will guide, support and facilitate Foundation course students at ISB. 

· Students will have access to the full range of ISB’s co-curricula activities, including athletics, fine and performing arts, Cultural Convention, clubs and many other activities.

· Foundations 8 students will gain sufficient English proficiency to take courses with their Grade 9 peers.

· Foundations 9 students will earn credit for both semesters of Grade 9 allowing students to graduate with their age level peers.

High School EAL Foundation Courses
1. Summer Sessions: Intensive English Language Courses (June – July)

Listening and Speaking

Students will improve conversational skills by sharing thoughts and feelings about their own experiences. Beginning with their own stories, students will learn the vocabulary and structures to discuss a range of relevant and interesting topics. Cross-cultural understandings will give students the skill and confidence to participate in the English-speaking classrooms at ISB.

Reading and Writing 

Students will improve reading, vocabulary, comprehension and speed through individual and class activities. The class will study short stories, poetry, novels, newspaper articles and non-fiction texts. Individual students will do extensive, independent reading from the Graded reader collection in the ISB library. Students will keep a journal of personal reflections throughout the course. They will also be introduced to the writing process: prewriting, drafting, editing, revising and publishing. A portfolio of stories, summaries, articles, reports and various types of paragraphs and papers will be created by each student.

English in the Content Area
Students will learn the English language and study skills specific to the content areas of English, History or Science. These mini-courses will challenge students to use academic language to understand concepts and express their ideas.   
Foundations 8-9: Sheltered Content Courses  
(No Credit Awarded for Grade 8 at ISB)
Foundations English 9


1.0 English Credit 
FOUNDATION  English 9 will provide an introduction to literature: mythology, short stories, and poetry while enhancing English language development. Students will practice speaking and writing in response to literature. By the end of this course, students will be able to understand basic literary terms and identify elements of literature. 
Foundations  World Civilizations 9
1.0 Social Studies Credit

FOUNDATION  World Civilizations 9 will provide an introduction to the study of world cultures and history. Cultures studied range from Ancient China to the Modern Europe. Students will learn to use basic technology and references. Study skills, cooperative learning activities and class discussion will prepare students for success in all history courses.

Foundations Chemistry 9 (semester 1) 
0.5 Science Credit

Students will be introduced to the principal concept of chemistry including atomic theory, bonding, periodic table metals and non-metals, chemical reactions and equations, rates of reactions, acids, bases and salts, redox reactions, and electrochemical series. Students will be introduced to lab techniques and lab report writing.
Foundation Physics  9 (semester 2)

0.5 Science Credit

This course is designed to build both scientific and English language literacy.  Students will be introduced to key concepts of chemistry and physics.  Physics topics include energy, alternate energy sources, forces and motion, work and machines, and electricity. Laboratory work will support students understanding of these key concepts.  
Foundations  Communications 
1.0 Elective Credit

Students will improve conversational skills by sharing thoughts and feelings about their own experiences. Beginning with their own stories, students will learn the vocabulary and structures to discuss a range of relevant and interesting topics. Cross-cultural understandings will give students the skill and confidence to participate in the English-speaking classrooms at ISB.  

Foundations EAP  
0.5 Elective Credit

Students will learn the academic language and study skills needed for mainstream classes though help sessions for both mainstream and Foundations classes. The teacher will help students understand the reading, do homework and prepare for tests. Students will also participate in a book group where they share their own novels with the class. 
Mathematics


1.0 Math Credit

Students will be placed in a math class based on the results of the mathematics entrance exam. Successful completion of this course will allow students to move on to the next level in math. Listening comprehension, classroom protocol, oral language for group work and reading English language texts will be enhanced through this class.

Physical Education

1.0 Physical Education Credit

Students will learn vocabulary and phrases by associating words with actions in PE Students have access to the sports facilities and are encouraged to participate in the co-curricular athletic programs offered by ISB.

1 Elective Subject

1.0 Elective Credit each
Students will have a choice of art, music, computer, dance or languages courses (including Japanese as a native language). They will have the chance to use English to make friends with other students who share a common interest. Both the social and academic language of the classroom will be enhanced through this course.

Assessment

The EAL Foundation course is designed to help students improve their English language proficiency and become acclimated to ISB. Students will receive a grade at the end of each the semester and at the end of each summer school session. English proficiency test results will indicate progress in English proficiency at the end of the program.  These results will determine grade placement in August.
Admission

Special Admissions Procedure for the High School EAL Foundation Course
Students must submit an application and two years of educational records with good marks. They must demonstrate a minimum level of listening, speaking, reading and writing based on at least two years of English as a Foreign Language in Junior High School (or the equivalent). Please contact the ISB Admissions Office for testing dates.
Contact Information: 

Admissions Office

International School Bangkok

Soi Nichada Thani, Samakee Road

Amphur Pakkret 11120

Nonthaburi, Thailand

02-963-5800 ext. 126

email: register@isb.ac.th
www.isb.ac.th
For Japanese Speaker, Contact:
Ms. Machiko Morizono





Email:  machikom@isb.ac.th




Phone:  02-963-5800 ext 1148
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