ECONOMIC CONNECTIONS ACTIVITY HL1 
Rationale

Everyday in class we learn about various economic concepts and theories. Often these concepts and theories are seen as abstract ideas that must be learned but that have little to do with the real world in which we live. The purpose of these short papers is to help us realize that what we are studying in Economics is useful and has practical applications to the real world. These are also practice for the Internal Assessment.
Assignment

On or before the scheduled day that the ECA is due, the student is to turn in a completed Economic Connections Activity form. The form is relatively short so that the student does not write too much. It is quality, not quantity, which counts. Do not include the explanations of each section of the form in the final ECA.
Here is what needs to be accomplished

1. Read the Bangkok Post, the Nation, or any other current newspaper or periodical. The internet may also be used. The date of the article cannot be before the date of the last Economic Connections Activity turned in and should not exceed 2 pages in a minimum 12 point font size, Times New Roman font with 2.5 cm margins. 

2. Find an article that contains one concept or theory that has been studied RECENTLY in class. The concept or theory does not necessarily have to be one aspect of the article. The student is NOT to summarize the article or is NOT to attempt to rewrite the article.

3. Cut out the article and attach it to a separate sheet(s) of paper, make a photocopy of it or print it out. Be sure to include the masthead and write your name and period in the upper right corner. Attach the Economic Connections form behind the sheet with the article. All sheets for commentary and article are to be the same size paper – A4.
4. Highlight in yellow the concept and supporting information within the article itself.

5. “Economic Analysis of identified economic concept including definitions of all economic terms” means that the student is to define the economic concept or theory and any related terms and is to analyze the concept/theory with regard to the main idea of the article. A graph must be included. It would be highly unusual not to have a graph.
6. Evaluation – be sure to give this deep, reflective thought on the theory you have selected

7. On the appropriate day place the completed assignment in the appropriate bin for your class on the shelf.

Assessment

The value of each assignment is 20 points and is computed under the Connections Activity component of your course grade. Component points are on the template. These will be done every two weeks for the remainder of the year.
Name __________________ Period _______

HL1 ECONOMIC CONNECTIONS ACTIVITY # ___

Title of Article
______________________________________________________________  

Name of Publication _______________________________ Date of Article ______________

Economic concept/theory (highlighted) (1 pts total) _______________________________

Economic Analysis of identified economic concept/theory including definitions of all economic terms and a graph (10 pts total)  

Concept/theory defined/explained                    0-2 pts
All terms defined                                              0-2 pts
Completely labeled appropriate graph              0-3 pts
       with explanation

Accurate analysis                                              0-3 pts
Evaluation – evaluate the effects of the concept/theory on different stakeholders; consider both short term and longer term consequences; evaluate possible problems with the concept/theory; compare a range of possible views about the issue or problem and come to a reasoned conclusion about which view holds the most weight; make a judgment on the relative importance of the concept/theory or the relative merits/de-merits of a policy; question the reliability of the data; consider other factors that may need to be taken into account 

(8 pts total)

Evaluation is not evident                                                                    0 pts
Attempts to evaluate the economic concept/theory applied               1-3 pts

to the extract, but the evaluation is inappropriate

Attempts to evaluate the economic concept/theory applied to           4-5 pts

the extract, but the evaluation is limited

Demonstrates evaluation of the economic theories and concepts      6-7 pts

applied to the extract
Overall mechanics of the ECA      2 pts
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