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English as a Second Language (ESL) in the ISB Middle School 
 
All students who are not native English language speakers are given an 
English proficiency assessment prior to admission to ISB.  All Middle 
School students take two core classes: Humanities/Language Arts and 
Math/Science.  According to need, ESL learners may take additional 
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) classes and receive additional 
EAP support. Placements are based on formal English assessments 
and teacher observations.  All placement decisions are reviewed on a 
quarterly basis.  ESL students receive a formal letter detailing these 
placements at the end of each semester. 
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Sheltered Immersion Program 
In our sheltered immersion program, ESL students acquire English through participation in the regular 
academic program alongside mainstream students.  They are sheltered through an individualized 
program of support in their core classes and specialized EAP classes offered during elective class 
time.  ESL specialist teachers support students through curricular planning, co-teaching along with 
core humanities teachers, EAP Center support services and special EAP classes designed to meet 
the particular language and curricular needs of ESL students. 
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English for Academic Purposes (EAP) Program 
 
! EAP Math/Science Class: EAP Math/Science is a class that meets 6 days out of every 8 days 

during elective class time. A team of one Math/Science and one ESL specialist teacher provide an 
enrichment program in the language and essential understandings of mathematics and science. 
Students have opportunities to develop their understanding of math/science concepts as well as 
acquire the language needed to succeed in this academic area. 
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! EAP Language Component: EAP Language is a specialized component within some EAP 

Math/Science classes designed especially for beginners. An intensive program of study helps 
students build a foundation in English and learn strategies for succeeding at ISB.  The curriculum 
includes individualized reading programs, vocabulary work, process writing and practice in 
listening and speaking.  
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! EAP Humanities Class: EAP Humanities is a class that meets 6 days out of every 8 days during 

elective class time.  EAP Humanities classes help students develop language proficiency and 
essential understandings through rich extension activities based on the Humanities/Language Arts 
curriculum. Smaller class sizes enable more opportunities for interaction and intensive support. 
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! Writing Applications Class: Writing Applications is a class that meets 6 days out of every 8 days 
during elective class time.  Advanced ESL students polish their writing skills and strategies by 
working through the writing process on challenging academic writing projects.  Students receive 
individualized guidance and learn strategies for enhancing their writing.   After each quarter of 
study, students have one quarter off in order to apply their learning in their regular academic 
program.   
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Additional Services:  
 
! The EAP Center is open daily before school and after school, Monday - Thursday until 3:00 PM.  

ESL students may attend the center to work on homework, obtain help from an EAP teacher or 
instructional aid, check out reading books or use classroom resources and computers. 
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! ESL Instructional Aids and Teachers meet with students on an arranged basis to assist with 
individual needs.  
 

      \<] �*D)¶·l�Ã�§Umn)���*+opJÅq·*+|µL),->!


