Elementary School
System of Communicating Student Learning

The system of communicating student learning of the International School Bangkok Elementary School is designed to give you frequent and specific feedback about your child’s learning growth.  Each semester highlights particular areas of your child’s growth and development.  Each component should be viewed as part of a whole.  The system, as a whole, will give you comprehensive information about your child’s academic progress, personal and social skills and work and study habits.

In addition, it is our hope that you will always feel free to contact your child’s classroom teacher about any questions or concerns you may have about your child’s progress.  An appointment to see your child’s teacher may be made by calling the Elementary Office.

Semester 1

At the beginning of the school year, your child’s classroom teacher will send home a Parent Survey for you to complete.  The information you provide on this questionnaire will help the teacher better understand your child and set appropriate learning targets for the school year.

In late August you will have the opportunity to meet elementary school administrators and teachers at the Back to School Night program.  During the course of the evening, teachers explain the learning programs we value, procedures, and expectations.  

In late September is the Parent-Teacher Conference.  The focus of the conference is on reviewing how your child is progressing toward the grade level outcomes.    In addition, you will review and reflect upon your child’s goals and establish “action plans” for your child in areas identified for further growth.  This time spent with the classroom teacher is an important link in establishing a home-school partnership for the success of your child.

Things you can do to make the most of the Parent-Teacher Conference.

1. Write down questions that you may have ahead of time. 

2. Talk to your child about what they believe their strengths and areas for improvement are prior to the conference. What areas do they feel good about in school?  What areas do they feel need more attention?

3. Think positively about the conference.  Remember this conference is meant to develop a positive partnership between you and your child’s classroom teacher.

At the end of Semester 1 you will receive a semester Report of Learning. The purpose for this report of learning is as follows:

Communicate growth to students, parents, and teachers. To foster ISB’s mission of all students achieving their academic potential, being passionate reflective learners and becoming caring global citizens.
This report of learning will give you a more detailed look at each of the subject areas including the specialist areas of Art, Music, PE and World Language.
Goal Setting:

Throughout the school year your child will be learning how to recognize their strengths and areas for growth as a learner as well as set and evaluate goals that will assist them in reaching their academic potential.  Students demonstrate greater levels of understanding and skill in this process as they progress from grade level to grade level.

Semester 2
At the end of semester 2 you will receive another report of learning.
Semester 3
Parent/Teacher (Pre-Kindergarten to Grade One) and Student-Led Portfolio (Grades Two to Five) Conferences begin Semester 3.  

Parent/Teacher Conferences (Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten, & Grade One):

The purpose of this conference is to review your child’s progress toward the grade level outcomes focusing on indicators of growth demonstrated during the school year.  Grade One Teachers may offer parents the option of having their child participate in the parent/teacher conference.  

Student-Led Portfolio Conferences (Grades Two, Three, Four, and Five):

This is an opportunity for you to participate in a conference led by your child.  The focus for the conference will be a Portfolio that your child has developed with the help of the classroom teacher. Every child at ISB elementary will have a portfolio.  The purpose statement below will help you understand the importance of your child’s portfolio and the type of information you will learn from it.

International School Bangkok

Purpose for Portfolios

Portfolios document student work and growth over time. They provide evidence of achievement toward outcomes and overall student performance, thus enhancing the assessment process.

Portfolios are used to guide instruction, to motivate students and to showcase work that will be passed on to parents and the next grade level or school. The portfolio contains samples of work that represent the learning process and product, the student’s best work and work in progress. It includes focus questions for self-reflection and a portfolio rubric.

Portfolios provide students with opportunities to learn the language of evaluation through reflection on their growth and to share their work with others. Students, teachers and parents will have opportunities to choose and comment on the work.

The school year will be concluded with a third semester Report of learning.

Overview of Reporting System

The comprehensive Reporting System at International School Bangkok Elementary School consists of the following components.

	Component
	Timeline
	Purpose
	Audience

	Portfolio
	Throughout the year and shared with parents towards the end of the school year (March-May)
	To observe growth over time
	Students

Parents 

Teachers

Administrators

Future schools

	On-going parent/teacher communication

· Back to School Night (Aug.)
	Throughout the school year

Celebrations of learning
	Positive feedback

Sharing growth and concerns
	Parents

Teachers

Administrators

	Conferences

· Parent/Teacher

· Student-led
	· End of Sept.

· End of March
	To reflect critically on their own learning and be able to communicate it to others
	Students

Parents

Teachers

	Formal Report Cards
	· November

· February

· June
	To communicate student growth of knowledge, skills, attitudes and understandings over time. The system also communicates student achievement in relation to grade level expectations at a given time.
	Students

Parents

Teachers

Administrators

Future schools and teachers

	External Reports

· MAP Test

· ISA Test
	September, October, February, June
	Achievement in relation to world norms
	Parents (Grades 3-5) and teachers


